WPNS MINUTES 
October 1991 - May 1992 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


3.0. Box 23404, Plittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: Tuesday, October 1, 1991 
PLACE: Carnegie Group Offices, 5 PPG Place 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The September meeting of WPNS was attended by nineteen members 
and four guests. It was a full house with the ANA 100th 


Anniversary Convention being the main topic of discussion. 


This month's meeting looks promising with member Mike Homza 
speaking on his favorite topic "Russian Coin: Real, Fake 


and In Between". 


The November social meeting has been set up entirely now. 
The date is Tuesday, November 5, 1991 at Tambellini's on 
Route 51 near the Liberty Tubes. Cocktails will be served 
at a cash bar at 6:30 P.M. with dinner following at 7:30 P.M. 
The evening's speaker will be Dr. Steven Marks, new veterinarian 
at the Pittsburgh Zoo. His topic will be "What's New at the Zoo?" 
Dinner selections are 

PRIME RIB and Broiled Fresh Fillet of BOSTON SCROD English Style. 
Either choice is $25.00 per person. Choices must be made known 
to Chairman Ed Krivoniak or Secretary Eileen Kaminsky at the 
October meeting or by phone to Ed at 341-1458 or Eileen at 
882-6150. DEADLINE FOR DINNER RESERVATIONS IS OCTOBER 29, 1991. 


President Wayne Homren has extra booklets from the Armand Champa 
ANA exhibit available to club members on a first come first 


served basis. 


DUES ARE DUE AND OVERDUE. Please pay Harry Colborn at the 
meeting or send your $5.00 check to the P.O. Box. 


SHOWS 
Oct. 6 Delaware Coin Club Eagles Club Sullivan St. Easton, PA 
Lycoming Coin Club UAW Hall 656 Lloyd St. Williamsport, PA 


— Founded 1878 — 
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Minutes of the October 13, 1991 Meeting of the Executive Committee 


A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Sunday, October 13, 1991. President Homren had 
called the meeting to resolve member concerns about the October meeting vote regarding the 
membership status of Richard Buckley. The following committee members were present: 

Wayne Homren, President 
Dick Gaetano, Curator 
Larry Dziubek, Membership Committee Chairman 


Larry Bassett, Auditing Committee Chairman 
Armor Murdoch, Nominating Committee Chairman 


Members Ed Krivoniak and Mike Homza were also present at the request of the Committee. Officers 
Jerry Porter, Eileen Kaminsky, and Harry Colborn were unable to attend. 


The meeting was called to order at 2:30 pm by President Homren. In the absence of the Secretary, 
Wayne Homren agreed to serve as Secretary Pro Tem. 


The meeting began with a general discussion of the situation and member concerns regarding proper 
procedure. Pertinent sections of the By-Laws were read aloud and the attendees debated various 
interpretations as applied to the current situation. The archives were consulted in search of an applicable 
precedent. Minutes of the meetings leading up to and including the Society's first expulsion proceeding 
on October 11, 1878 were consulted. After further discussing the available options, the Executive 
Committee unanimously recommended the following actions, subject to the approval of the membership 
at the next regular meeting (December 1991): 

1. RESOLVED, the the Secretary shall send a letter to Mr. Buckley stating the following: 
a. That the Society is in receipt of his letter of Resignation dated September 22, 1991. 
b. That in view of the allegations of impropriety on his part which came to light at the 
1991 ANA Convention in Chicago, the Society accepts the resignation, but reserves 


the right to proceed with the current expulsion action pending future developments 
such as an action of the ANA Board. 


2. RESOLVED, that a final vote on the expulsion resolution entered at the October 1, 1991 
meeting be tabled indefinitely. 


The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Ca. K. Henn 


Wayne K. Homren, Secretary Pro Tem 
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Talk to WPNS for October, 1991 


One of the great fascinations to Russian coins is that there are 
actually degrees of forgery and any coin may be a fake. The most common coppers 
of the 19th century are copied, officially and not, as often as the rarest 
Petrine gold. Few specialties allow one as many opportunities to spend hours of 
study on $1 to $2 dollar valued coins. 


The form of official mint fakes most people are familiar with are 
novodels. The word itself means “restrike", but they actually fall into two 
categories. One is the true restrike: a 1797 coin struck by the mint in 1850. 
The other is the set filler: i.e., a kopek struck bearing a date in which no 
kopeks were struck. 


On the true restrikes, some are made with used dies and sometimes not. 
Many that may fall within the realm of collectors' strikes are on slightly (10% 
to 20%) thicker planchets. ANY coin may have been restruck. Take great care 
with any rare coin that claims to be a “restrike"” but keep alert for common 
coins that may be “special mintages". 


On the later form, or "date fillers", examine them with great care. 
Most within a given date will share characteristics such as incorrect planchet 
or such. Due to the high prices commanded by this type of novodel, many out- 
and-out fake varieties have been identified and literature on identification is 
available. 


ver tie 
A newly identified form of official semi-fakes has now been Serer! 
fie. For ages, there have been Russian coppers which appear to be crudely 
struck, do not fall within the error class, and pass all attempts, standards and 
testing as original. So why a high percentage of crude copies in a "gem" date? 
The answer was found by Thomas Vaughan in his exhaustive research on Russian 
expansion east. One ukase he found, dated May 10, 1775, calls “for the 
districts of Pern and Irkutsch, dies will be provided by our mints to be used to 
strike copper for local use. The coins will conform to all standards of weight 
and measure and should provide as fine an appearance as possible." This may be 
the source of uncollared, off center varieties in some series. Since tokens and 
script are dealt with in separate ukases, and due to context (this one was on 
mintage of coins), there is no doubt that it pertains to coinage and not tokens 
or script. The next question is, how common was the practice and should the 
coins be classified as necessity pieces or the product of "satellite" mints? 


And while on the subject, be very suspicious of any P.A.K. script or 
tokens. The issues were so closely monitored that 90% or better of the surviv- 
ing pieces can be traced back to production. Any "new discoveries" must be 
closely examined and meet the standards of rare U.S. colonial script and coins 
"recently unearthed". 


In the realm of out-and-out fakes (those made by any Tom, Dick or 
Ivan), any coin may be faked, from the rarest to the most common. Coppers seem 
to be the target of the best forgeries. Most gold and platinum are forged by 
cruder casting techniques. The best one can do in Russian coins is assume that 
any coin with a market value over 50¢ is fake, and don't spend anything you 
can't afford to lose. Pay close attention to fields; a smooth, flat field is 
hard to copy. Look for any variation in form or design; better or worse than 
for the date, type and mint. Also look at alignment in design. 


E. Newman tells of two men, Steele and Ramsey, who, in a bedroom in 
the 1930's, made glass-hardened dies and milled collars and used a second-hand 
20-ton garage press to forge over 22,000 florins which were undetectable. 


Gustav III of Sweden ordered 5 kopek pieces forged in Avesta during 
the 1788-90 war, a practice used before and after by many countries. 


Recently, I helped uncover current faking of 1811 HM 2 kopeks. Along 
with several others, I saw in the course of a couple of months over 20 mail 
order dealers offering G to VG 2 kopeks of the same date and mint. When con- 
tacted, most dealers said they had "many". Why should 100+ garbage coins hit 
the market at once? Die study? No. Horde? Unlikely. Fake? Destructive and 
non-destructive tests found the metal content to be very wrong. As a matter of 
fact, it matched Eastern European electrical wiring. People brought the coins 
back from the Soviet Union where they bought them by 5's and 10's as "rare" 
Russian money. When they got back and found people to show them to, they found 


out they were 50¢ to $1.00 values; they then often got disgusted and sold them. 
Being "junk", the dealers never thought to look them over very closely toward 
authentication and felt they were fairly reselling them. Over 300+ are known, 
and possibly thousands more are out there in this age of Glasnost. The first 
clue to these is that they have a greasy look, but not a greasy feel. 


On the opposite extreme are real Russian coins which most dealers 
assume to be fake, two of which I own. 


One is the 1826 Wings Up series. The collar design was made to look 
split to foil forgers. The problem then, as now, was that the forgeries with 
reeded edges (and low silver content) were more accepted by the populace than 
the real thing. More real copies can be found in junk boxes where dealers put 
forgeries and such than in cases. Most in cases, at real prices, are forgeries. 


Another is the wire kopek, type I, of Mihail Fedorovich Romanov. To 
back up his claim, he and his supporters had kopeks naming him as Tsar struck, 
literally, in the middle of the night. That is why the horseman design is so 
crude that its nickname is "the backwards bullock rider". It is guessed that 
most have hit the smelter and of the only 10 copies in private hands, 7 have 
come from trash trays at bullion. 


Detection is the key to happy collecting. Wasting dollars or 
thousands hurts us all. All of the regular methods are needed and more. 


One great advantage is the Russian Numismatic Society. Most of the 
efforts of the organization are bent towards information on forgeries, as well 
as original varieties. Knowledge saves more money than any bank. Research done 
by RNS members proves that the rider on Russian coins is the Tsar, not St. 
George, who is also shown with a falcon or sword, as well as the spear or 
pennant. This casts a shadow on some really "St. George-y" pieces which have 
often been questioned. Many specialties need an organization like we enjoy. 


The other is testing. Besides weighting and such, keep in mind full 
metalogical testing. Mass spectrometers are destructive but now, by performing 
an energy-disbursive spectroscopy using a scanning electron microscope (details 
in RNS Journal #23), the same results can be had with no damage to the coin. Be 
sure to stay friendly with your local university. 


Also, research for misinformation. Every general guide like Krause 
and others spur a flurry of "errors" pointed out in our journal. And don't 
think that authors will correct their mistakes. We have tried for years to 
correct the books on the 1836 Family Ruble. 

A) It's a 14 Ruble. 


B) We know where at least 72 of the 50 made are. Research has 


shown that the true mintage was over 225 by mint records, 
plus later novodels. Damn big change in rarity. 


On prevention of forgeries in all fields: Teach all tourists to BE 
SUSPICIOUS, not only in Russia but everywhere. Buying what you don't know about 
is a 99.99% chance for a rip-off. 


Organize your specialty. International organizations allow access to 
research, information and testing that brings forgers up short. If quickly and 
surely detected and exposed to collectors, they can be fiscally or legally shut 
down. 


SaYe, or donate, your AG to G common coins for historic site souvenir 
stands and historical re-enactors. If such people have the real thing, they 
won't need copies. AG Large Cents for Civil War buffs and AG world coins for 
Revolutionary War fans. These people have the ability and hardware to make 
perfect copies for their own use and will when the real thing is unavailable. 
And when unscrupulous folks get the copies, dealers, as well as regular people, 


get taken. Already, firearms, tinder boxes, clothes and such are turning up in 
museums and collections that have really been through the war. Unfortunately, 
the war was held one weekend a month in 1981 and 1982. So USE your junk now to 
save yourself BIG BUCKS in the future. 4 


(Lit fi / (BEZEZ 


Michael T. Homza’ 


To WPNS 


Not to be used outside WPNS without the author's permission. 


P.S. -- The 1899 is a fake from August 1991. 


MINUTES WPNS OCTOBER, 1991 


The October, 1991 meeting of WPNS was called to order 

at 8:15 P.M. Tuesday, October 1, 1991 by President 

Wayne Homren. Eighteen members and four guests attended 
this meeting. 

Eileen K. Kaminsky read the minutes of the September 
meeting and the minutes were approved as read. The 
treasurer's report was read with a balance of $3762.36. 
Ted Shiff suggested that another means of holding such 

a large might be used to gain more interest. A money 
market or CD were mentioned as possibilities. Ted Shiff 


and Harry Colborn will look into the matter . 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 

In the absence of Jerry Porter Larry Dziubek reported 
that a few more listings of Allegheny County Brewery 
Tokens have been received. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Larry Dziubek read a letter of recommendation for Neil 
Conner by Dick Gaetano. The application was also read. 
Action on this membership will be taken at a later date. 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

The listing of programs is available now. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Armand Champa's Program from his ANA exhibit is available 
through President Wayne Homren. 

Doug Fairbanks sent a mailing on elongated cents. 

Mike Hospodar sent a card requesting information on WPNS. 
Dick Buckley sent a letter of resignation as of 9/12/91. 
OLD BUSINESS 


Additional photos of the group are still available. 


The bill for printing of the program listing was paid. (435.00) 


MINUTES WPNS OCTOBER, 1991 


Y 
NEW BUSINESS aaa 


: : fe an 
It was recommended by Ed Krivoniak that for the good 7 
of the organization a letter of expulsion be sent to 
Dick Buckley for conduct unbecoming of a member. 


According to the by-laws a letter with signatures of pans ned 


at least thrée club members must be sent to Mr. Buckley. 


The matter must then be held over to a subsequent meeting. 


That meeting will be December since November is the social 
meeting and no business is conducted. After much passionate 
discussion in both directions, it was moved by President 
Wayne and seconded by Armor Murdoch that we go on with 

the expulsion proceedings and take no action on Mr. Buckley's 
letter of resignation. A show of hands vote was 11 to 


proceed with expulsion and 7 to not persue expulsion. 


Carnegie Library is in the process of selecting the numismatic 
books from the library which will be kept while others may 

be disposed of. The method of keeping those retained is also 
being considered. WPNS members Wayne Homren, John Burns, 

and Harry Colborn are assisting the library in this 


important work, and some of the books will be for sale. 


Member Chuck Erb brought up the matter of tax problems 

of former ANA Governor Grover Criswell. The club decided 
that no letter of censur would be sent since not enough 
information is known. Individuals may write to the ANA 


with a complaint if they so choose. 


The George Washington Coin Club Sent an award to President 


MINUTES WPNS OCTOBER, 1991 


Wayne Homren commending his article on John Beck that 


appeared in the Numismatist. 


WPNS archives need to be copied in case of loss. Special 
paper for long lasting features was suggested. This 


project will be discussed further. 
Dick Gaetano mentioned a medal of Pittsburgh which is blank 
on the reverse that is available at the gift shop in 


the Hilton Hotel for $25.00. 


At 9:30 P.M. the program for the evening "Russian Coins: 


Real, Fake and In-Between" by Mike Homza was presented. 


Exhibits were discussed. 


At 10:10 P.M. Rodger Hershey moved and Jerry Veeck seconded 
that the meeting be adjourned. 


Respectfully Le Magee 4 


—>7? ; 
Zea Karncnete 
Eileen K. Kaminsky 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


3.6. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: Tuesday November 5, 1991 
PLACE: Tambellini's Restaurant Route 51 
TIME: 6:30 P.M. Cash bar 7:30 P.M. Dinner 


The October meeting of WPNS was attended by eighteen members 
and four guests. This month's meeting is the annual social 
and we are hoping for a good turn out. Social speaker is 


Dr. Steven Marks of the Pittsburgh Zoo. 


It is with much regret that the death of member Glenn Otterman 
is announced in this newsletter. Glenn was a member since 1964 
and was active for many years with young numismatists in the 


ANA. We will miss him. 


The list of programs to be presented in the 1991-92 meeting 
year should be included in this mailing. The quality 
and diversity of programs certainly make attending the 


monthly meetings attractive. Plan to attend. 


The Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists recently held its 
13th Annual Coin Convention at’ the Embers in Carlisle, PA. 
WPNS was “epresented at the State Convention by members Wayne 
Homren, John H. Burns, Rodger Hershey, Eileen Kaminsky, Pat 


McBride, Ray Rennick and Don Carlucci. 


Let's support numismatics by attending club sponsored coin 


shows like the following: 


Nov. 23-24 West Mifflin Coin Club Century Plaza Inn Lebanon 
Church Road 

Nov 24 Meadville Coin Club Days Inn Conneaut Lake Road 

Nov. 30-Dec. 1 White Rose Coin Club Holiday Inn York, PA 
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Minutes of the October 13, 1991 Meeting of the Executive Committee 


A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Sunday, October 13, 1991. President Homren had 
called the meeting to resolve member concerns about the October meeting vote regarding the 
membership status of Richard Buckley. The following committee members were present: 

Wayne Homren, President 
Dick Gaetano, Curator 
Larry Dziubek, Membership Committee Chairman 


Larry Bassett, Auditing Committee Chairman 
Armor Murdoch, Nominating Committee Chairman 


Members Ed Krivoniak and Mike Homza were also present at the request of the Committee. Officers 
Jerry Porter, Eileen Kaminsky, and Harry Colborn were unable to attend. 


The meeting was called to order at 2:30 pm by President Homren. In the absence of the Secretary, 
Wayne Homren agreed to serve as Secretary Pro Tem. 


The meeting began with a general discussion of the situation and member concerns regarding proper 
procedure. Pertinent sections of the By-Laws were read aloud and the attendees debated various 
interpretations as applied to the current situation. The archives were consulted in search of an applicable 
precedent. Minutes of the meetings leading up to and including the Society’s first expulsion proceeding 
on October 11, 1878 were consulted. After further discussing the available options, the Executive 
Committee unanimously recommended the following actions, subject to the approval of the membership 
at the next regular meeting (December 1991): 

1. RESOLVED, the the Secretary shall send a letter to Mr. Buckley stating the following: 
a. That the Society is in receipt of his letter of Resignation dated September 22, 1991. 
b. That in view of the allegations of impropriety on his part which came to light at the 
1991 ANA Convention in Chicago, the Society accepts the resignation, but reserves 


the right to proceed with the current expulsion action pending future developments 
such as an action of the ANA Board. 


2. RESOLVED, that a final vote on the expulsion resolution entered at the October 1, 1991 
meeting be tabled indefinitely. 


The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Udar- le . Henn 


Wayne K. Homren, Secretary Pro Tem 


Che Western Pennsyluania Numismatic Society 
P.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


December 1, 1991 


Dr. Steven Marks 

The Pittsburgh Zoo 
P.O. Box 5256 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


Dear Steve: 

On behalf of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, 
I would like to thank you again for your informative and 
educational presentation to our organization at last month's 
social meeting. We were very glad to have you, and we greatly 
appreciate your extra efforts to obtain a replacement bulb 
for your projector; despite the early mishaps, everything 


went very smoothly. 


It was a pleasure to meet you and your wife, anda 
delight to find that you live so close to my mother's home 
on Antietam Street. We're very glad to have you as neighbors. 
Should you ever have an interest in coin collecting, I'd be 


happy to have you as my guest at a meeting. Thanks again. 


Sincerely, 
LUa5-¢ eo ay On 


Wayne K. Homren 
President 


361-2722 (home) 
—_ Founded 1878 — 


A LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
December 10, 1991 
My Dear Friends, 


I fully understand the resentment that you feel against me. You feel that I have let down the 
organization as well as myself. There is no doubt that you have just cause to feel that way. I considered 
coming to this meeting to tell my side of this sordid story, but I decided to make my reply via this letter 
instead. Make no mistake about it, I do have a side to tell in my defense. I feel badly that so many of 
you have decided to condemn me without hearing my side of it. Even some of my long-time "friends" 
have convicted me without ever giving me a hearing. Since not one of you was present when the incident 
occurred, all of you who are passing judgement on me are doing so without the first bit of evidence about 
what really happened other than far removed third hand reports or reports based on what I told my friends 
at another recent meeting. You have absolutely no first-hand knowledge of the circumstances that took 
place. Yet you are ready to convict me. I thought that only happened in other countries and other times. 
I guess I was wrong. 


Please do not misunderstand. I did something terrible that I deeply regret. I do not regret it 
because I got caught at it. I regret it because it was intrinsically wrong. I did something that I will regret 
for as long as I live. I have asked myself why and how it could happen. I have been seeing a psychiatrist 
for some time now to try to understand my own actions. The sessions have helped, and I am now able 
to cope with the situation and live with myself. The psychiatrist has explained to me that I am not the 
worst guy who ever breathed air, and that I succomed to an impulse which was explainable considering 
my past experiences and circumstances. I now understand how and why this happened, and the doctor 
tells me that I am on my way to rehabilitation. I know that to be true. 


Meanwhile, I have been in constant correspondence with the dealer with whom the incident 
occurred. I have fully reconciled myself with him. In fact, when I told him that I had resigned several 
numismatic organizations to which I belonged, he offered to write letters explaining the circumstances and 
sponsoring my renewed membership in those organizations. I told him that I appreciated his kindness, 
but based on the reaction of the members of the organizations, that is, their quickness to act without ever 
giving me the courtesy of a fair hearing, I have decided that I will probably not be interested in renewing 
my affiliations, now or ever. I have learned that never is a long time, but that is the way that I feel. 


In any case, even though not one of you who are my most ardent attackers has ever had the 
courtesy or decency to even phone me and ask about the details of this incident, I felt that I should take 
this opportunity to address you via this letter. I feel that over the years I have contributed a good deal 
to WPNS from time to time, and I really came to love the people and the group. Surely there were times 
that I did not agree with individuals nor even every action that WPNS ever took as a group. I have seen 
some things happen between people that I felt were grossly unfair and perhaps even unethical or immoral. 
I have tried not to sit in judgement of other people’s actions, because I have never felt that judgement of 
morality and actions was my prerogative. I was brought up to believe in the Christian principles that I 
should leave moral judgements to the Creator. I was told that unless one has first-hand information, one 
should not base his opinions on hearsay evidence. I was lead to believe that it was more important to try 
to understand and forgive a man’s shortcomings than to punish him for them. I was taught that it was 
more Christian to help a man who has erred than to show contempt for him. In short, I was told that "Let 
him who is without sin cast the first stone." I certainly have been hit with many stones since this incident 
occurred, even though I have made every effort to right the wrong, and I have done so, at least as far as 
the people involved are concerned. I am amazed that so many of you are without sin. 


y: 
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I offered my resignation to this organization, because I felt terribly about what happened. You 
have chosen to disregard that resignation for reasons which only you in your individual hearts can 
determine. I do not care what those reasons may be. Let God be your judge. However, I want you all 
to know that there are absolutely no charges of any kind pending against me. I am a member in good 
standing in the A.N.A. Those people who were directly involved in this matter and who know the full 
circumstances are completely satisfied that I have righted a wrong and that there is no cause to force me 
from their society. I could come before you at a meeting and tell you the entire story. I feel that you 
might change your minds and become more understanding. However, I do not think that I should do that. 
After all, there is absolutely nobody in this room as this letter is being read who can suggest that I have 
ever mistreated him in any way. I owe nobody here anything. Quite to the contrary, I made every effort 
over the years to find interesting things for members of WPNS and always sold them to each of you at 
or very close to my cost. I have never harmed a single one of you. Many of you may not ever have liked 
me, and I can understand that because sometimes my opinions are caustic and pointed, but there is not 
one of you that can ever claim that I have done you wrong, or even that I have spoken ill of you when 
you were not facing me. If I had a complaint, you always heard it from me first. 


I feel that you are not treating me with the same straight-forward candor. You need not worry 
about my re-joining this organization at some future date. As I said, that will not happen. In fact, 
whether I resign or you expel me, the constitution of the organization would not treat a future application 
for membership any differently. I could still be voted in by a majority. I assure you again that I will not 
apply. However, I prefer to resign for several reasons. My son is becoming more and more interested 
in my hobby. My family knows nothing about these matters. Some day my son may apply for 
membership in this or another numismatic organization. Should he have to suffer and be embarassed 
because of one single mistake that his father made several years before? Will records of my expulsion 
come back to cause him grief? Is there any one of you here tonight who knows for certain any of the 
things that happened in Chicago well enough to cause my son that grief? Is there any one of you who 
has never done something wrong that you regret but were not caught at? If you had been caught would 
you feel much differently than I do? 


I do not ask any of you for any favors. I never have. I ask you only for the same fair treatment 
that each of you has always received from me. There will be some of you, I am sure, who have personal 
axes to grind, and who will vote to take action against me. You could confront me with your complaints, 
but since you have never chosen to do so up to this time, I suppose you will not do so now. I appeal to 
the Christian instincts of the rest of you not to let this personal vendetta on behalf of a very limited group 
of individuals sway you. If the majority of you vote to expel me, I will accept your judgement although 
I will not fully understand it. If, on the other hand, the majority of you see fit to accept my presentation 
of the situation and vote to accept my resignation, I sincerely thank you for your consideration. If the 
majority of you would want me to come to a future meeting and face your questions, give you more 
information about the situation, I will do so, although I would rather not because it will be painful for me, 
and probably for you too. I would ask that we let sleeping dogs lie. In any case, I look forward to seeing 
those of you who remain my good friends at future shows and other numismatic events. 


With most sincere best regards for all of you, 


yA 
J 


i é 
“2 ae 


of 


/ 
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Dick Buckley 


Che Western Pennsyluania Numismatic DSaciety 


7.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


December 9, 1991 


Mr. Richard F. Buckley 
5839 Glen Ora Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 


Dear Dick: 

I regret to inform you that a resolution to expel you 
from the Society has been signed by three resident members, 
in accordance with Article IV, Section 2 of the Bylaws. 
This letter is to inform you that the resolution will be 
presented for action at the January 7th, 1991 meeting of 


the Society. 


The resolution stems from allegations of impropriety 
on your part which came to light at the 1991 ANA Convention 


in Chicago. 


Sincerely, 


a . 


Wayne K. Homren 
President 
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FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLICAL COINS 


I. INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL COINS 


- Is there general agreement as to which coins 
should be classified as BIBLICAL coins? 
- New Testament perspective 
- Old Testament perspective 
- Personal perspective 
- Is there ONE catalog of BIBLICAL coinage? 
Changes caused by the addition of knowledge 
from new “finds“ and increased understanding 
of the languages used in those time. 


II. HISTORICAL EVENTS RELATED TO TOPIC 


COIN DATE EVENT 
REFERENCE 


2500s BC CANAANITES inhibited 
Jerusalem and Judaea 
1000s BC Jerusalem captured by King DAVID 
900s BC TEMPLE OF SOLOMON 9971-931 BC) built 
586 BC Jerusalem captured by Babylonians; 
TEMPLE and City razed; Jews exiled to 
Babylon 


Sa0° BE Jews allowed to return to Palestine 

519-516 BC Jews allowed to build SECOND TEMPLE 
in Jerusalem 

Jo0 SU Alexander the Great happened 

320. BC Ptolemy I captured Jerusalem 

198 BC Ptolemaic rule ends —- Palestine annexed 
to the Seleucid Empire 

168 BC Antiochos IV destroys SECOND TEMPLE 


W PINs Ss 3. December 1991 R. A. Gaydash 
Page - i 


FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLICAL COINS 


II. HISTORICAL EVENTS RELATED TO TOPIC, continued 


COIN DATE EVENT 
REFERENCE 


143-135 BC Simon Maccabaeus granted independence 
from taxation; and, therefore Seleucid 
rule. Simon was ist Hasmonean King 

139 BC Simon Maccabaeus granted the right to 
issue coins 

129-128 BC Yehohanan Hyrcannus I strikes 
ist JEWISH coins 

65-54 BC Hasmonean Civil War between John 
Hyrcannus II and his brother, Judah 
Aristobulus II 

40 BC Herod appointed king by ROME 

40-37 BC Mattathya Antigonus rules as last 

Hasmonean King 

37 BC Herod captures Jerusalem and executes 
Mattathya Antigonus 

20-19 BC TEMPLE OF HEROD began construction by 
1,000 priests (Gentiles were forbidden) 

a «| BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST 

29 AD DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST 

62-64 AD TEMPLE OF HEROD completed by Procurator 
ALBINUS 

66-73 AD ist REVOLT of JEWS against ROMAN RULE 

70 AD TEMPLE OF HEROD destroyed fire during 
siege of Jerusalem by Titus 


114. AD Hadrian (117-138 AD) grants permission 
to rebuild TEMPLE in Jerusalem 

118-119 AD Jews of the Diaspora revolt (2nd 
JEWISH REVOLT against ROMAN RULE) and 
Hadrian orders circumcisions and TEMPLE 
construction stopped, then the TEMPLE 
Site moved, and a temple to JUPITER 
CAPITOLINUS built on the TEMPLE’s site 
Jewish revolt goes underground 


130-131 AD Hadrian visits Jerusalem 

132-135 AD 3rd JEWISH REVOLT against ROMAN RULE. 
Simon BAR KOKHBA was the military 
leader; some Jewish leaders considered 
him to be the MESSIAH, including the 
reputed Rabbi AKIBA. The Jews occupied 
Jerusalem during the conflict. 
TEMPLE destroyed. Foundation of Roman 
city named AELIA CAPITOLINA constructed 
on site of devastated Jerusalem marked 
end of Jewish state until 1947 
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FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLICAL COINS 


COINS ON DISPLAY RELATED TO TOPIC 


ANTIOCHOS IV (175-164 BC ) ND TETRADRACHM 
Seleucid Period S # 6978Vv 


YEHONANAN HYRCANNIS II (135 - 104 BC) ND PERUTAH 
Beginning of Hasmonean Period MG # 32 H # 22 


SHEKEL OF TYRE, Phoencia 59 BC TETRADRACHM 
Hasmonean Era Silver S # 5918 


MARCUS AEMILIUS SCAURUS & PUB. PLAUTUIS HYPSCAUES 
58 BC DENARIUS Hasmonean Civil War WINNER Commemorative 
Cr # 422v H # 178v 


A. PLAUTIUS 54 BC DENARIUS Hasmonean Civil War LOSER 
Commemorative Cr # 431 os: £79 


MATTATAYA ANTIGONIUS (40-37 BC) ND DICAHALKOUS 
End of Hasmonean Period MG # 52 #34 


HEROD THE GREAT 37 BC CHALKOUS Beginning of Heriodian 
Dynasty MG # 59 H # 39 


HEROD ARCHELAUS (4 BC - 6 AD) ND PERUTAH SON OF HEROD 
THE GREAT Time of Birth of CHRIST 
MG # 86 H # 63 


PONTIUS PILATUS 29AD PERUTAH Procurator of JUDAEA under 
CAESAR TIBERIUS Time of Death of CHRIST 
MG-220v H # 114v 


lst JEWISH REVOLT against ROMAN RULE 67 AD PERUTAH 
MG # 230 H # 123 


BAR KOKHBA WAR (3rd REVOLT against ROMAN RULE) (134 AD) 
TETRADRACHM MG # 316 H-162 
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Your sympathy and thoughtfulness 


will always be gratesully remembered 
and deeply appreciated 
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NUMISMATIC NEWS 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
700 E STATE ST 

IOLA WI 54945-9989 


Bw = 
numismatic HOW S$ 
FEATURING COIN MARKET 


700 E. STATE ST. e IOLA, WI 54990 e 715/445-2214 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR COIN CLUB MEMBERS ONLY 


Dear Club Member: 


We realize that without the grassroots support of coin clubs like 
yours, many shows would not happen and many educational programs to 
introduce the hobby to young and old alike would never take place. 


Throughout the year, NUMISMATIC NEWS is involved with collectors 
through contact with local and state groups as well as by actively 
lobbying in Washington in support of the hobby. 


We recognize the importance of your involvement in the hobby. 
That’s why we are making this special offer available to you. 


As an active coin club member you’re 
entitled to receive a full year -- 52 
issues -- of NUMISMATIC NEWS for the low 
price of $15.00. That’s a savings of 
almost 50% off our regular $27.95 
subscription price. To receive this 
offer, you must be a new subscriber and 
live at a U.S. address. And we must 
receive your order before December 31, 
1991. 


NUMISMATIC NEWS is an ideal way for club members to keep on top of 
the current state of the U.S. coin hobby, as events happen. Every week 
you’1] find: 


1. A new, easy-to-read format. With new columns like "Shoptalk" 
and "Market Monitor," you’ll find more new coin information than ever 
before. 


2. "Coin Market" and Senior Editor/Market Analyst Bob Wilhite’s 
insightful market commentary. Use this vital information to stay on 
top of all the latest price changes and current market trends. 


3. Accurate, timely news. Here’s the real story, brought to you 
by a knowledgeable staff with more than 250 years of cumulative hobby 
experience, the most of any publication in the hobby. 


4. FREE classified ads to subscribers each week. That’s a value 


of $260 per year, which will more than pay for your subscription 
several times over. 


e (Over, Please) 


Krause D wblications 
Serving collectors with the hobby’s leading publications 
NUMISMATIC NEWS « COINS MAGAZINE * COIN PRICES * WORLD COIN NEWS « BANKNOTE REPORTER STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD COINS » STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD PAPER MONEY 


5. The hobby’s only full-time Washington Bureau. You’1l get the 
latest hobby news from the Mint and Capitol Hill first. 


6. Trustworthy advertisers. NUMISMATIC NEWS advertisers are 
screened carefully, so you’11l deal with the hobby’s most favorable mail 
order climate. 


7. A complete coin show calendar every week. 


Plus, you’ve got a no-hassle money-back guarantee on all unmailed 
issues should you not be completely satisfied. We look forward to 
working with your club in the future. Thank you in advance for 
bringing this special offer opportunity to the attention of your 
membership. 


Sincerely, 


Albert "Bo" Smith 
Publisher 


P.S. Use the handy multiple order form enclosed, where several people 
can sign up on the same sheet. If you need more space, use an 
additional sheet of paper. Remember, this $15.00 super price is only 
available through recognized coin clubs. 


Mail with payment to: 


(eis ia 
numismatic news 
FEATURING COIN MARKET 


700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990 e 715-445-2214 


~ & YES! The 
NNCCFO1 


WESTERN PA NUMIS SOC following members would like to 
PO BUCK 23404 accept one year (52 issues) of 
PITTSBURGH PA 15222-6404 Se baci asad 
ae eee ree eee ee per subscription. Allarenew <—— 
pdagiagiaiaaa slaal 143i i] 7 aitiagapdys3as members at U.S. addresses. 
(Payable in U.S. funds. This offer 
cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other existing offer for this 
publication. 
Offer expires January 31, 1992.) 


Address State Zip 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


& Credit Card No. 


( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


va 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 


( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


* f 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 


fa ( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


(Add any additional names on the reverse of this sheet) 


Address 


4. 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 
( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


a. 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 
( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


6. 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 


( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


As 


( ) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 
( ) MasterCard ( )VISA 


Credit Card No. 


( ) Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


(Use an additional sheet if more space is needed) 


Mail with payment to: 


Numismatic News, Circulation Dept., 
700 E. State St., lola WI 54990 


Numismatic News 

@ the only hobby 
publication that 
brings you: 


The latest hobby news, first, and 
interesting feature articles 


Tips on the best coin buys. Just one 
will pay for your subscription 


The hobby’s most complete retail 
and wholesale price guide, “Coin 
Market”, which now includes 
selected certified “slab” coin prices 
and the most thorough coverage 
anywhere of all circulated grades 


News of the Mint from the hobby’s 
only full-time Washington Bureau 


Coin collecting’s most trustworthy 
mail order advertising 


The hobby’s most complete show 
calendar 


And FREE Classified ads ($260 yearly 
value!) every week for subscribers! 
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Special 
Offer ° 


To Coin Club Members 
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_ FEATURING COIN MARKET 


Eagle coins mark 
fifth anniversary 
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One Year - 52 issues 
of Numismatic News 


“$45,008 
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ANA/PNG Early Spring Convention 


Dallas, Texas ¢ February 27-29, 1992 


CONVENTION PATRON FORM 


Your name, company or club as you wish it to appear in the official program 


Address (only city and state will be printed in the program) 


Categories of patron support: 
1) Benefactor ($25 or more) OO Patron ($10 to $24.99) 


Amount of your donation: $ 


Method of payment: 
ON es __—s—« MasterCard 


LOG are AO ie on ee ee 


Signature of Cardholder (required) Date 


Please mail your check, made payable to “ANA/PNG Early Spring Convention,” along 
with the white copy of this form to: 


ANA/PNG Early Spring Convention 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Your donation is tax deductible. Retain the yellow copy of this form for your records. 
We thank you for your support! 


Phone: 719-632-2646 Fax: 719-634-4085 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date Received Amount $ 


C0015 10/91 2,000 


AmericanNumismatic 
A s§ ~ abel S Tee | A T ©: —N 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


719/632-2646 


FAX: 719/634-4085 


November 14, 1991 


Dear ANA Member: 


The jubilation ignited by the American Numismatic Association's (ANA) 
100th Anniversary Convention in August will continue with our first 
show of our second century, the ANA/PNG Early Spring Convention, 
February 27 - 29, 1992, at the Dallas Market Hall. 


This is an opportunity for you to join in the excitement generated 
from our World's Fair of Money in Chicago that is sure to carry over 
to Dallas. 


An easy-to-use, pocket-size, official program is being prepared to 
provide a complete guide to all of the Dallas show's activities. Your 
donation will help support the ANA and make this program a great 
personal keepsake. By becoming a convention Benefactor with a 
donation of $25 or more, or a Patron with a donation of $10 to $24.99, 
you will help defray program printing costs and show your ANA support. 
Your name will be printed in this first program of the new ANA century 
in recognition of your commitment to the hobby. 


I hope you will join us in our continuing venture. Please mail your 
check along with the top (white) copy of the enclosed form to: 


ANA/PNG Early Spring Convention 

818 North Cascade Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
Your continued patronage is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your 
past support, and I hope you will stay with us in our numismatic 
journey to tomorrow. 


Sincerely, 


Ruthann Brettell 
Convention Director 


encl. 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens + Chartered by Congress 


AmericanNumismatic 
A s $ ° i ! A T ! O° N 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Western Pennsylvania Numis Soc 
PO Box 23404 
Pittsburgh PA 15222-9998 
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WPNS Meeting 
December 3, 1991 


CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM 
by President Homren. There were 19 members and 4 guests in 
attendance. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT: No report was read since secretary 
Kaminsky was unable to attend as a result of an accident. 
L. Korchnak was appointed secretary pro tem for the evening. 


TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Colborn reported (in rounded 
numbers) a balance, prior to October, of $3762. Credits, 
debits, and checks left an October balance of $3611. 
November's balance amounted to $3607.81. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS: 


Executive Committee: The Executive Committee met on 
Sunday, October 13, 1991 to discuss proper procedure in the 
matter pertaining to Richard Buckley's membership. 

President Homren reported that the committee recommended to 
accept Mr. Buckley's resignation and table the expulsion 
resolution entered at in the October 1, 1991 WPNS meeting... 
subject to the approval of the membership. (see attached 
minutes of the Executive Committee meeting). 


Allegheny Project: L. Dziubek was appointed to replace 
R. Buckley on the committee irrespective of the outcome of 
the vote on the Executive Committee's resolution. G. Porter 
reported that the committee is in the process of finalizing 
the list of brewery tokens, deciding on photography, and 
developing the text for the front of the monograph. 


Membership Committee: L. Dziubek reported that the 
questionnaire was received for prospective member, Neil 
Conner. The passing away of member Glenn Otterman was noted 
with respect and sadness. He was the senior member of the 
organization, having the most continous years service. 


CORRESPONDENCE: A letter was read to the membership from 
Beatrice Otterman thanking the Society for their support, 
good wishes, and flowers. Other general correspondence from 
Coin World and the ANA was read as well. 


OLD BUSINESS: 
1. President Homren thanked the Banquet Committee: E. 


Krivoniak for making arrangements, H. Colborn for handling 
the money, and L. Bassett for doing the program. 


2. Treasurer Colborn led a disussion on the question 
of investing the Society's money. See the attached 
information. No decision was made on the matter. 


3. The Executive Committee resolution to accept Mr. 
Buckley's resignation was presented to the membership. 
After a prolonged heated discussion, T. Shiff moved for a 
vote. It was seconded by L. Korchnak and, subsequent to a 
secret ballot, the resolution was defeated. According to 
the Constitution and By-Laws, a letter will be sent to Mr. 
Buckley informing him of his expulsion from the Society. 


4. Club photos were available to members at $10 each. 


5. Cc. Erb was recognized for his 25 years of 
membership in the ANA. 


6. A motion was made by president Homren to pay the 
$15 fee for an ad placed in the PAN program at the state 
convention this year. It passed unanimously. 


7. Treasurer Colborn reported that all dues were paid 
except for one member who has been in arrears for 2 years. 
He shall be dropped from the membership. 


NEW BUSINESS: The Christmas party was announced for 
Saturday, December 21, 1991 at 7:30 PM in the regular 
meeting room on the 3rd floor of Five PPG Place downtown. 
PROGRAM: Newest member, R. Gaydash, gave an historical 
account of The Foundations of Biblical Coins. His talk was 
punctuated by excellent examples of the coins of the era, 
Greek, Roman, and Judaen. 
EXHIBITS: Many fine exhibits were presented. 
A motion to adjourn was made by J. Burns and seconded by R. 
Crosby. The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 PM. 

Respecfully submitted, 


Lawrence C. Korchnak 


Che Western Wennsyluania Numismatic Paciety 
J.©. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-: 


DATE: Tuesday January 7, 1992 
LOCATION: PPG #5 3rd Floor 
TIME: G:15 P.M. Socializing 7:30 P.M. 


The first meeting of 1992 will have as its speaker WPNS 
president, Wayne Homren. His subject is "The Early 
History of WPNS". Wayne reports that work on the 
club history is progressing. A master copy of the first 
book of minutes has been made. About twenty-five pages 


of history has been written at this point. 


Voting on membership application of Neil Conner of Washington, 
PA will be held at this meeting. 


A vote on the subject of the expulsion of Richard Buckley 


will also be taken. 


Thanks to those members who attended the combined club 
Christmas Party held December 21 in the meeting room. 
Lots of excellent snacks were brought and devoured by 


the attendees. 


Make a New Year Resolution to attend the meetings. I 
promise you you will be enriched numismatically and 


enjoy your fellow members' companionship. 

SHOW SCHEDULE 

Jan. 11 & 12 Irwin, PA West Penn Coin Club Knights Court 
Rt. 30 & Exit 7 PA Turnpike 


Fen... £8. 2 Pittsburgh Sheraton South Hills Rt. 19 
South Hills Coin Club 
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WPENS December 6, 1991 
Box 24034 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


To all members and guests, 


Please refrain from interrupting this reading until I am 
through. It is with deep regret that I write this letter to 
inform you of my resignation from WPNS effective immediately. 
My dues are paid and WPNS should again have no choice but to 
accept a resignation. Of course WPNS may refuse to accept 
this resignation and make a statement concerning my conduct. 

My resignation is due to the handling of divisive issues 
like Mr. Buckley, life membership, etc., which make me think 
that WPNS is more a debating club than a numismatic society. 
It seems that before every presentation there are hours of 
club business. I grow weary of the endless discussion and 
power plays that predominate all but the simplest issues. 

I was shocked to hear innuendos concerning two unnamed 
WPNS members that should probably also not be trusted. It 
was very disconcerting to hear Mr. Krivoniak ask twice at 
meetings for the person who borrowed his reference book to 
please return it. Since there was no follow-up on that, one 
could assume that his reference was stolen. Maybe one would 
draw the conclusion that the $600 coin Mr. Buckley is accused 
of taking is with the missing reference book. 

I do not agree with WPNS's handling of the Mr. Buckley 
incident. I find it strange that WPNS is willing to make a 
statement about Mr. Buckley when Mr. Levine and the ANA 
appear reluctant to do the same. I have not yet sorted out 
all of the issues, accusations, and verbal proofs of Mr. 
Buckley's actions. I have absolutely no tolerance for a 
thief. However, I will not participate in the expulsion 
proceedings. I choose at this time to distance myself from 
WPNS and that action. 

I originally joined WPNS to partake of the vast 
knowledge and experience displayed by a very knowledgeable 
membership. I am very grateful for the friendships 
cultivated through WPNS. I will indeed miss many of the fine 
moments that were and are part of WPNS. I only hope that 
some day the club will get back to the main issue of 
numismatics. That may be an impossible task. 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


~ APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
2 less 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society’s 
rules and by-laws. 


Name Elk Cou en 


S : 
Address 874 LEAS AH J tp jee De. 


(LB 9 OM) ff B- 72> F°/ _ phone “2% 22% O272 
fe 


2 
SR ss eee Position 


Business Address 


Age GS. I have been interested in numismatics for? 7 years, and my 
: ‘ POE : g 
present field of interest is_.“@ C74e-E4 POCEFES 


See = 
fae fac E60 xo Midi A: 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 
= ae ee 
izations (Name in full) Ze! 2 FL VAS #423 
co. Was. WV, UUs. jrssoc, Ways. JZ 


The sum of $ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19__. 


Te a ee ; y Va Ge | 


USE OF THE : 
scueectats COMMITTEE (Signature of Applicant) 


As a member in good standing of the W. P.N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


D) y 


(Signature of Sponsor) 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Informational Questionaire for 
Consideration of New Members 


1. According to your application for membership you listed your area 
of expertise as 


Why do you like to collect this area of Numismatics? 
4 4 
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Give an example of the type or title of a program that you would 
present at a W.P.N.S. meeting. 


zy Se-E XC.» S2rbE FS Enr4arien ¢- £ Xo ENCnwvdsia 
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Do you plan to take an active part in attending of meetings, and 
work on any project or committee? © Which? 
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Why are you motivated to join W.P.N.S.? What do you hope to get 
from, or give to your association? 
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What constructive comments could you make concerning the 
improving of the organization? 
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Prior to your final consideration as a candidate for membership 
in the W.P.N.S., is there anything that you wish to add that 
might enhance the prospect of your acceptance to the Society? 


MWe. 


The Early History of the 
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INTRODUCTION 


This history is based on information gleaned from various 
sources, including contemporary numismatic periodicals, 
auction catalogs, and Society publications. For many years 
the Society's original Proceedings books were lost, but these 
are now in the Society's possession. They have been invaluable 
in compiling the present work, and the author is indebted to 
the unknown individuals whose efforts saved these unique 
documents from the Wreck of Time. This paper outlines the 
history of the Society's early days, from its founding in 1878 
through its decline and suspension in 1889. 


OVERVIEW 


Eight men met in Pittsburgh on June 14, 1878 to form the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society. The founders were 
a diverse group, united by a common interest in the study of 
numismatics. They included three clerks, a salesman, a 
tobacconist/coin dealer, a painter, a newspaper carrier, and 
a freshly-graduated college valedictorian and future 
millionaire. 


The Society grew rapidly in its early years, and its members 
were very active. They quickly adopted a Constitution and 
set of Bylaws, and began forming a numismatic library and coin 
cabinet. To publicize the hobby of numismatics they set up 
a Society coin exhibit at the great Pittsburgh Exposition in 
1878 and 1879. Souvenir medals were struck in each year to 
jointly commemorate the Exposition and the founding of WPNS. 


The Society did not develop in isolation; its members 
subscribed and contributed to the various numismatic 
periodicals and auction sales from other cities. The 
Pittsburgh area was no numismatic backwater. There were at 
least four active coin dealers in Western Pennsylvania, and 
three of them were WPNS members. The first President of WPNS 


catalogued a total of 13 sales of numismatic material for 
auctions held in Pittsburgh. 


Society members were not without their differences. Disputes 
large and small arose among the members periodically. 
Separate incidents led to the expulsion of two of the founding 
members within a year. In 1882 the Society would expel 
another founder. 


Other founders were lost for the more usual reasons: sickness, 
death, or the lack of time or interest to continue numismatic 
activity. One founder sold his coin collection in 1879 and 
resigned from the Society in 1880. Another founder resigned 
in 1882, apparently to devote more time to his business 
affairs. The companies he founded made him one of the 
wealthiest men in the country, providing him the resources to 
resume his hobby in a big way at a later date. 


Like this prodigal founder, WPNS itself went through a period 
of dormancy. Its membership dwindled in the 1880's, and in 
1889 the remaining members voted to dissolve the Society. But 
the fire of numismatics was not extinguished; its embers 
smoldered through this dark period and after two decades the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society was rekindled under 
its original constitution with several of its old members and 
founders back in the fold. The Society has continued to this 
day, its members meeting monthly to share their numismatic 
knowledge and fellowship. 


This paper summarizes the history of the first golden age of 
the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, and is dedicated 
to the gentlemen who made up its membership through 1889. 
These men were the pioneers of numismatics in Western 
Pennsylvania. They blazed a trail still followed by the like- 
minded travelers of today. 


THE FOUNDERS 


S. H. Morgan 


The first President of the Society, S.H. Morgan is best known 
today as Pittsburgh's most prolific 19th-century coin 
cataloguer. Between March 11, 1879 and July 27, 1881, Morgan 
authored thirteen auction catlogues for coin ‘sales ‘held in 
the offices of D.F. Henry at 68 Fifth Avenue in Pittsburgh. 
Morgan's own coins were in turn auctioned by John Haseltine 
in January 1880, and W. E. Woodward in April 1882. 


Little else is known about Morgan. He may be the Samuel 
Morgan listed as a tobacconist in the 1878 Pittsburgh city 
directory. The November 14, 1879 WPNS meeting was held at 
Morgan's home at Millvale Station, P.R.R. (Pennsylvania Rail 
Road). The 1880 WPNS Constitution and Bylaws booklet lists 


Morgan's address as Elm Street, Sixteenth Ward. In Woodward's 
1882 catalog Morgan is identified as a resident of Louisville, 
KY. 


Morgan was apparently an older gentleman. He had been around 
numismatics long enough to have the knowledge required to 
catalogue so many coin sales. He was obviously respected by 
his fellow founders, who elected him their first President. 
He had enough free time in 1878 and 1879 to attend each day 
of the monthlong Pittsburgh Expositions. Morgan left 
Pittsburgh in 1881 and the following year sold his coin 
collection. All of these facts seem to indicate than Morgan 
was retired or semi-retired at the time WPNS was organized. 


Frank J. Kirk 


The first Vice-President of WPNS, Frank J. Kirk was part owner 
of a painting business, Wilson & Kirk, with offices at 84 
Fourth Avenue. His home address was 149 Wylie Avenue; this 
address was listed in the 1880 Constitution booklet. Little 
else is known about Kirk. His coin collection was catalogued 
by Morgan in June, 1879. The collection included mainly U.S. 
coins, plus assorted foreign coins, medals, and some colonial 
currency. The bulk of the collection consisted of a date set 
of cents and half cents from 1793 to 1857, plus some 
varieties. The highlight of the sale was lot 34, a fine 1793 
Liberty Cap cent, which brought $9.00. The total sale 
realized $89.95. Kirk resigned from the Society in December 
1880. He apparently remained in Pittsburgh, since he was 
still listed in the 1890 city directory. 


George W. Rode 


The first Secretary of the Society, George Rode occupied the 
position for most of the Society's first eleven years. If 
any one individual deserves special recognition for service 
to the Society during its formative years, it is George Rode. 
Then as now, the Secretary is the workhorse of the Society, 
writing minutes of every meeting, and handling correspondence 
with other collectors and Societies. 


As this paper will show, Rode's correspondence on behalf of 
the Society was extensive. He exchanged letters with the 
American Numismatic Society in New York, and publicized the 
Society's formation and activities via the editors of various 
contemporary numismatic periodicals. Without these precious 
records, little would be known today of the existence of the 
band of coin enthusiasts who created the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society. 


Rode is listed as a clerk in the 1878 Pittsburgh city 
directory, working at 49 Fifth Avenue. It is not known what 


type of business Rode was in. This work address is where Rode 
recieved his numismatic correspondence, and is the address 
listed in the 1880 Constitution booklet. By 1899 Rode was 
listed as a cashier at 255 Fifth Avenue, living at 38 
Hazelwood Avenue. 


Rode became charter member number 12 of the American 
Numismatic Association, and was nominated by founder George 
Heath to serve on the organization's "Board of Temporary 
Organization." Rode also served as the A.N.A.'s 
Superintendent of Exchange in 1891-1892. At the October 1, 
1892 A.N.A. Convention in Pittsburgh, he served as Secretary. 


E. F. Maynard 


Elbert F. Maynard was the Society's first Treasurer. He had 
several occupations over the years. In the year of the 
Society's founding, he was listed as a clerk at 148 Third 
Avenue. His address as listed in the 1880 Constitution 
booklet was a post office box. By 1890 Maynard was listed in 
the Pittsburgh city directory as the proprietor of Hotel 
Crescent at 16 Smithfield Street. By 1899 he was listed as 
a salesman at 717 Liberty Avenue, making his home on Ridge 
Avenue in Allegeny. 


R. W. Shipman 


Robert W. Shipman probably qualifies as the earliest known 
coin cataloger in Western Pennsylvania. He cataloged a 12- 
page, 359-lot sale for the D. F. Henry auction house, on 
January 28th, 1879 (two months before Morgan's first sale). 
The sale contained ancient Roman coins, U.S. coins and medals, 
and foreign coins including siege pieces. This is the only 
sale known to be cataloged by Shipman. He was later a charter 
member of the A.N.A. (member #79). 


Henry McKnight 


Little is known about Henry McKnight. He is listed as a clerk 
in the 1878 Pittsburgh city directory. Elected Treasurer of 
WPNS in June 1882, he also took over as Secretary when George 
Rode resigned the position on March 2, 1883. At the June 1883 
business meeting he was offically elected to both positions. 
Rode returned to the Secretary's position in 1884. McKnight 
served as curator from June 1886 until the Society's 
dissolution in 1889. He also became a charter member of the 
A.N.A. (member #51), and presided over the A.N.A.'s October 
1, 1892 Convention in Pittsburgh. 


John Rivett 


John Rivett was the son of Eliza and Nathaniel Rivett, who 
ran a news depot as early as 1860 at 709 Penn Avenue. In 1878 
Nathaniel ran a variety store at 625 Penn Avenue. There is no 
listing for John Rivett that year, but it is assumed he worked 
at the family store. By 1890 Nathaniel and John were listed 
as "paper carriers" at 6021 Rodman Street in East Liberty. 
By 1890 his father had passed away, and John was listed as a 
"circulator" at the home he shared with his mother at 315 N. 
Sheridan Avenue. 


George H. Clapp 


At the age of 19, Clapp was probably the youngest of the eight 
founders, having just graduated from college in 1877. He had 
attended the Western University of Pennsylvania, (later 
renamed the University of Pittsburgh). His scholarship and 
talents were well-recognized at the time: Clapp graduated 
first in his class and delivered the commencement address. 
An enterprising lad, he had made an arrangement with the 
keeper of a nearby toll bridge to search his till for strange 
coins and old coppers. We can only wonder today if his fellow 
WPNS founders realized the extent to which Clapp would succeed 
in his later endeavors in numismatics, science, and business. 


Born on December 14, 1858 in Allegheny City, Clapp developed 
an early interest in science. As a young man he worked for 
several years in the machine shop of the Penn Cotton Mill, 
then became a chemist at the Black Diamond Steel Works. There 
he became an assistant to Capt. Alfred E. Hunt, a metallurgist 
of note, who was just three years older than Clapp. In 1883 
the two set out on their own, forming Hunt & Clapp, a firm of 
consulting engineers. 


In 1888 the men met Charles Martin Hall, a young inventor who 
had recently discovered an electrolytic process for reducing 
aluminum. Previous methods of extracting aluminum from ore 
were very expensive, and the two were quick to realize the 
tremendous potential of Hall's process. With friends, they 
formed the Pittsburgh Reduction Company, which later became 
the Aluminum Corporation of America (ALCOA). 


Clapp served the corporation for many years as its Treasurer, 
Secretary, Vice President, and member of the Board of 
Directors. The original Hunt & Clapp partnership became the 
Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory, where Clapp served as 
president. Clapp was also the first president of the firm 
which became Fischer Scientific Corporation. All three 
companies are still very much in business today. 


He also served at times as a director of the Reliance Life 
Insurance Company and the Farmer's National Bank of 
Pittsburgh. He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History from 1909 until his death 


forty years later. In addition to his numismatic interests 
Clapp was an accomplished conchologist (a student of shells). 
His collection of 150,000 items was donated to the Carnegie 
Museum. 


Clapp was the oldest living alumnus of the University of 
Pittsburgh, and he made many generous contributions to its 
growth. He served as President of its Board of Trustees for 
47 years. Clapp Hall, a science building, was erected on the 
campus in his honor. 


He made his home on Woodland Road near Sewickley, and 
maintained a summer residence at Kennebunkport, Maine. He 
passed away on March 31, 1949 at the age of ninety. 


Clapp will be forever known in numismatic circles for his 
extensive contributions to the study of Early American 
Coppers. His detailed studies of die varieties on early cents 
were incorporated into the classic reference, Early American 
Cents, published by William Sheldon in 1949. Clapp's own work 
was made available previously in his self-published 1931 work, 
The United States Cents of the Years 1798-1799, and his 1947 
collaboration with Howard Newcomb, The United States Cents of 
the Years 1795-1796, 1797, and 1800. 


MEETINGS 


In the early years of WPNS, meetings were held weekly. At the 
first organizational meeting on June 14, 1878, it was resolved 
"that Friday be adopted as the regular meeting night." The 
first Bylaws formalized this arrangement, stating that "the 
regular meetings shall be held every Friday night at 8 o'clock 
P.M." The location of these first meetings is unknown, but 
it is likely that they took place in downtown Pittsburgh. 


On occasion, the Society met at the home of a member. The 
first of these special meetings took place on November 1, 
1878, at the "residence of President Morgan, Millvale Station 
P.R.R." The town of Millvale is now part of the City of 
Pittsburgh, across the Allegheny River about 5 miles upstream 
from The Point. Perhaps members travelled to the meeting 
aboard passenger trains of the Pennsylvania Rail Road. 


On the following Friday (November 8) the Society convened at 
the home of E. F. Maynard. On November 29th and December 20th 
the Society was hosted by F. J. Kirk. Two special meetings 
were held at the Pittsburgh Exposition Society buildings on 
September 4th and 20th. 


Throughout 1878 the eight founders continued to meet as 


scheduled. George Rode and F. J. Kirk were present at every 
meeting, and S. H. Morgan missed just one. The typical 
meeting consisted of six of the eight founding members. Clapp 
was absent the entire summer. He attended for the first time 
on August 30th, but was a regular for the remainder of the 
year. 


The First Constitution 


The only recorded business at the first meeting was the 
election of officers, adoption of the name of the Society, 
and the selection of Friday as the regular meeting night. 

At the second meeting (June 21, 1878) the first Constitution 
and Bylaws were adopted. The Constitution, as neatly recorded 
in George Rode's hand, consisted of just five articles, 
reproduced below: 


Constitution of 
The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Adopted June 21st, 1878 


Article I 


The Society shall be known as "The Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society" 


Article II 


The objects of this Society shall be - 

lst. For the purpose of exchanging views on the different 
Coins and Medals of the United States and foreign 
countries. 

2nd. The improvement of our minds on Numismatics. 

3rd. The formation of a Library and Cabinet relating to the 
study of the same. 


Article III 


The officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The officers shall be 
elected at the last meeting in June. 

They shall hold office for one (1) year from the first day of 
July, following. 


Article IV 


The dues shall be Twenty-five (25) Cents a month. 

Any member who is indebted to the Society for more than three 
(3) months dues, shall be suspended until all his dues have 
been paid. 


Article V 


The Society shall not be dissolved as long as five (5) members 
remain, except with the consent of all the members. 


A Year of Firsts 


The first item of Society business following the 
organizational issues was to purchase and auction a collection 
of coins belonging to one of the members. Apparently this was 
done as a "fund raiser" for the new organization. The minutes 
of the June 21st, 1878 meeting record a resolution “that the 
President be authorized to buy the collection of American 
Coins from Mr. Maynard for Twenty (20) Dollars. Resolved, 
that the above collection be sold at auction at the next 
meeting." On June 28th "Mr. Morgan was appointed auctioneer 
to sell the collection of Coins bought from Mr. Maynard. The 
collection was then sold, and the Secretary reported that it 
brought $33.36." At the following meeting (July 5th) "a 
warrant was drawn for Twenty (20) Dollars to pay for the coins 
sold..." 


The First Acquisitions 


The Society quickly began working toward the goals set out in 
Article II of their Constitution; the first acquisitions for 
the Society Library and Coin Cabinet occured in June and July 
1878. At the June 28th meeting, "The President reported that 
he had recieved a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society and donated the 
same to the Society." At the same meeting the Secretary was 
instructed to "subscribe for one (1) year to the American 
Journal of Numismatics." A warrant in the amount of $2.00 was 
drawn to pay for the subscription. At the July 5th meeting 
it was resolved that "the Society purchase a proof set of 1878 
(minus the 20c piece,) for Four Dollars and Fifty Cents 
($4.50)..." 


The Pittsburgh Exposition 


The early history of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society is intimately connected with the Pittsburgh Exposition 
of 1878. WPNS members promoted their Society and the hobby 
of numismatics via a coin display at the Exposition, and they 
produced and sold the first WPNS medal in conjuction with the 


exposition. Sadly, the Exposition was also the backdrop for 
a disagreement among the members, leading to the expulsion of 
one of its founding members. 


The Pittsburgh Exposition Society was founded in 1875 for the 
purpose of promoting Pittsburgh products. Much like a World's 
Fair, several exhibition buildings were erected in Allegheny 
City. An advertisement in the June 22, 1878 Pittsburgh 
Commercial Gazette announced that the Exposition would be held 
from Tuesday, September 3rd through Saturday, October 5th of 
that year. 


On July 5th, 1878 a committee consisting of Shipman, Rivett, 
& Morgan “was appointed to see what arrangement can be made 
with the Pittsburgh Exposition Society to place a collection 
of Coins on exhibition at their next Exhibition." 


The Society's efforts were publicized nationally via an 
article appearing (belatedly) in the November 1878 issue of 
the Coin Collector's Journal. 


Pittsburgh posseses one of the most energetic numismatic 
societies that we know. Its members are interested in 
the science and desire to spread a knowledge of it all 
around, that the pleasure and profit they receive may be 
known by others. During the present year there is in 
Pittsburgh an exposition, and the society have wisel 

siezed the opportunity for awakening an interest in 


numismatics by placing on exhibition its collection of 
coins and medals. Thousands will thus learn that there 


are persons who take a pleasure in the study of coins 

many of whom will catch the infection and be led in turn 
to become centres for awakening an interest in others. 
Many who know a little about coins, or who having by them 
a_ handful of old coppers as curiosities, will be led to 
looking into them, and may possibly find some rare coins 
in their little hoard. Such a result will certainly lead 
to a great increase in the membership of the society, and 
who knows but that some of these days the society will 
be showy enough to propose a Numismatic Loan Exhibition 
to which collectors might go from all parts of the land. 
We wish the society all success and wish that ts activity 
may never decrease. 


To commemorate this exhibition of their coins, a white 
metal die, by Geo. H. Lovett has been issued, having 
obverse a laurel wreath enclosing the words in three 
lines, FOUNDED JUNE 14TH, 1878, and outside, running all 
round, WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, with 
PITTSBURGH, PA., in the exergue. On the obverse is a 


view of the Exposition building with PITTSBURGH 
EXPOSITION SOCIETY above and EXPOSITION of 1878 below. 


On July 19 the committee reported "that they had secured the 


exclusive right to sell the medals at 8%, and that they had 
paid the entrance fee of $5.00." No mention of medals is made 
earlier in the minutes, but obviously the subject had been 
discussed. Minutes of the next several meetings state only 
that the committee "reported progress." 


An advertisement in the August 24th Pittsburgh Commercial 
Gazette reported that plans for the 1878 Pittsburgh Exposition 
were complete. "In addition to a vast display in the 
provinces of Art, Mechanics, Agriculture, Floriculture, 
Inventions, &c, There will be the following SPECIAL 
ATTRACTIONS, Which have been secured by the management without 
regard to expense: 


"Dr. W. F. Carver, will exhibit his prodigious skill as a 
rifleman daily, illustrating his marvelous powers by breaking 
glass balls in the air, cutting coins, lead pencils &c., using 
a Winchester Rifle." 


"The Great Automatic Wonder, the German's Dream, consisting 
of 40 moving and working figures has been secured, and will 
daily afford an endless fund of delight for old and young. " 


"The Illuminator of the Future, Electric Lights, will be one 
of the novel and interesting features of the coming 
Exposition. The Floral Hall will lighted throughout every 
evening by this means and will add brilliance to every 
effect." (Thomas Edison's invention of the electric light 
bulb occured in 1877, just one year earlier). 


The Exposition Caretaker Affair 


On Monday evening, September 2nd (the night before the 
Exposition opening) the Society held a special meeting at the 
Exposition Building in Allegheny. Present were members 
Morgan, Maynard, McKnight, Clapp, Shipman, Rivett, Kirk, and 
Rode, "but owing to the lateness of the evening, no business 
was transacted." 


On Wednesday evening, September 4th, another special meeting 
was held at the Exposition building. The members were 
present, execpt for Henry McKnight and John Rivett. The 
meeting had been called at the request of several members. 
Mr. Morgan stated the purpose of the meeting to be for the 
"election of a person to take charge of the collection of 
coins at the Exposition." 


Mr. Morgan offered to attend to the collection and sell medals 
for $1.00 per day; and one half (1/2) of the net profit on all 
medals sold, after the first two thousand (2000)." The motion 
passed, and the Society voted to pay John Rivett $5.00 “for 
his services during the present week." The members also 
resolved to hold no regular meetings during the term of the 
Exposition. 


@ On September 20th however, a special meeting was called to 
read the following letter: 


As Mr. John Rivett has committed an act unworthy of a 
gentleman by removing his coins and medals from the 
exposition, where the Society in common had their coins 
on exhibition, for the reason that the Society did not 
give him the position in charge of the coins, as they 
did not think him competent to take charge of and do the 
business of the Society desired; We, the undersigned 
members of the Society do hereby deem him unworthy of 
membership and will vote at the next meeting to expell 
him from the Society. 


The letter was signed by Maynard, Clapp, Kirk, and Rode. The 
next Society meeting did not take place until October 11th, 
following the close of the Exposition. Mr. Rivett was duly 
expelled. 


The 1878 Exposition Medal 


E.F. Maynard ordered the medals from engraver George H. Lovett 
on behalf of the Society; he was later reimbursed $85.00 for 
the dies and planchets. Medals sold at the exposition were in 
white metal. The Carnegie Museum of Natural History owns a 
white metal specimen of the medal which has apparently been 


shot through with a bullet. Evidently this piece is evidence 
of Dr. Carver's sharpshooting talents. 


It is not known how many were struck or how much they were 
sold for at the Exposition. However, total sales of $138.30 
were reported on October 11th. The minutes also note that 
22 medals were on hand at that time. If the medals were priced 
at 15 cents, then 922 were sold. If they were sold at just 
5 cents, then 2,766 were sold. Morgan had requested a share 
of profits after the first 2,000 medals sold, but this was 
back at the beginning of the Exposition. 


The Society resolved to sell the remaining 22 medals for the 
benefit of the Society at no less than 25 cents each. Also, 
"Mr. Maynard presented the Society with a silver exposition 
medal, for which the thanks of the Society were voted." 


At the September 20th meeting the Secretary had been 
"instructed to present one of the Society's medals to the 
various Numismatic Societies; and also to Messrs. Scott & Co. 
and Geo. H. Lovett, Esq." At the October 18th meeting letters 
of thanks were read from the Boston Numismatic Society, the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, and the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia. 


On October 25th the Secretary read a letter from Mr. Lovett 
offering "to strike Copper Exposition Medals for 20cts each, 


and in Silver for $1.00 each." The Society resolved to make 
25 copper medals, 15 brass, and 7 silver. This would make a 
total of at least 8 silver medals, since Maynard had already 
donated one to the Society Cabinet. It makes sense that only 
eight were struck altogether (one for the Society, and one for 
each of the founders, except Rivett). 


The Society further resolved that the obverse die be cancelled 
after the above medals were struck. The medals were recieved 
by the Society by the November 15th meeting. On November 22nd 
a letter from Mr. Lovett was read, attesting to the number of 
medals struck. Secretary Rode reported that the obverse die 
had been cancelled. 


The First New Members 


The Society did not add its first new member until the last 
meeting of 1878. Five more members were added in quick 
succession, bringing the roster to thirteen by the end of 
January, 1879. The new recruits were as diverse as the 
founders. Their occupations were notary public, cigar 
manufacturer, hotel manager, clerk, and jeweler. 


E. G. Comingo (December 27, 1878) 


Edward. G. Comingo was listed as a notary public at 158 Fourth 
Avenue in the 1878 Pittsburgh city directory. He made his 
home at Forbes and Dithridge in the 14th Ward. Residing at 
the same address were Isabella Comingo (widow of Henry) and 
the Rev. Neville B.C. Comingo. 


The July 17, 1878 Pittsburgh Commercial Gazette reported that 
Comingo's home had been burglarized the previous month. 


Wm Cella is charged before Alderman Reilly with breaking 
and _ entering into the house of E. G. Comingo, Esq. at 
Bellefield on the 29th wit. and feloniously 
appropriating a gold watch and other articles of jewelry 
to the value of 125. The accused was arrested and 


jailed for a hearing tomorrow. 


Ferdinand Sermin (January 10, 1879) 


A cigar manufacturer, Ferdinand Sermin was listed in the 
Pittsburgh city directory as early as 1860, doing business at 
423 Liberty Avenue. In 1878 the directory lists his business 
as “cigars and tobacco" at 416 Forbes. Sermin was still 
active in his business as late as 1890, where he was listed 
at 496 Forbes. Working at the same address was Fred Sermin, 
a clerk (probably Ferdinand's son). Sermin was elected 


Treasurer of WPNS in June 1883, and was re-elected to the 
position each following year through 1889. 


W. R. Haslett (January 17, 1879) 


Virtually nothing is known of William R. Haslett. There are 
three different W. Hazletts listed in the 1878 city directory. 
In 1890 there are two William R. Hasletts, one employed at the 
Pittsburgh Label Company. 


J.E.H. Kelley (January 17, 1879) 


J.E.H. Kelley was the manager of the Monongahela House hotel 
at Smithfield and Water streets by 1890. He was not listed 
in the 1878 city directories, but the 1880 Constitution lists 
his address as the Home Hotel, Duquesne Way. The Spetember, 
1879 issue of Mason's Coin Collector's Herald lists Kelley as 
a subscriber, along with George Rode, Major C. P. Nichols, the 
"Western Numismatic Society", William Poillon, Robert Coulton 
Davis, R. W. Zabriskie, and 50 other pioneering numismatists. 


Sidney F. Murphy (January 31, 1879) 


In 1878 Sidney F. Murphy worked as a clerk at Tenth and Penn. 
In 1890 the city directory lists him as a bookkeeper working 
at 58 Sixth street. He made his home at the Haysville station 
ef the PP. fF. W. & C. Ry (Pittsburgh, Fort Worth, and 
Cheasapeake Railway ??) 


A. C. Gies (January 31, 1879) 


A. Charles Gies was a jeweler and optician, who began 
collecting coins in 1864. He was not listed in the 1878 city 
directory, but appears in the 1890 directory at 52 Frankstown 
Ave. He later moved his business to 6260 Frankstown Avenue. 


In a letter contained in the WPNS archives, he recalled the 
beginnings of his collection of "the war tokens and store 
cards of Pittsburgh." Gies stated that he "started to collect 
these momentoes of our Early Store Keepers when small change 
was very scarce. I knew where all these stores were. (I) was 
in some of them when I was a boy, and in after years got 
acquainted with some of those that issued these coins during 
the period of the Civil War, among which I mention Mr. 
Buffum." Gies had built a collection of 95 varieties of 
Pittsburgh Civil War store cards in copper, brass, white 
metal, nichel, and paper. 


Gies was elected a trustee of the A.N.A. in 1904. He attended 
the Chapman's Stickney sale in Philadelphia (June 25-29, 
1907), taking a trolley excursion to Fairmont Park one evening 
with Dr. Louis Comparette of the Philadelphia Mint, Virgil 
Brand, Ben Green, Thomas Elder, Edgar H. Adams, Farran Zerbe, 
and others. In September of that year Gies joined 27 fellow 
numismatists for the A.N.A. Convention in Columbus, Ohio. He 
is pictured in the front row of the official convention 
photograph, along with Heath, Zerbe, Green, Elder, and S.H. 
& H. Chapman. Gies brought with him an 1816 half dollar, 
which he sold at the convention. 


It was reported in the October 1911 Numismatist that while on 
a trip through the Rocky Mountains Gies acquired an 1861 
Parsons & Company $5.00 gold piece (only 4-6 pieces are known 
today). 


Gies collected all U.S. coins, but specialized in half 
dollars, discovering many die varieties not listed in the 
standard reference of the day, the Haseltine Type Table 
catalogue. 


As reported in The Numismatist, Gies attended the 1924 
Cleveland A.N.A. convention, where he and fellow Pittsburghers 
(and WPNS members) Gottlieb Kraft and Perley W. Locker "were 
inseperable conventionites. They are a long-time friendly 
trio of rivals for die varieties of the early United States 
half dollars. What they did not have on public display they 
had to show in private. Based on their combined table of 
varieties, a new 'type table' is in order." 


George Clapp, in a letter to the Society written July 2, 1938 
(in response to a letter notifying Clapp of his nomination as 
an Honorary member) stated "this is an unexpected honor and 
while I am the only living "Charter Member" I feel that the 
honor should have gone to "Charlie" Gies, the man who has held 
the Society together, and done the real _ work, in doing so, 
these past sixty years." 

At the time his half dollar collection was auctioned by 
Stack's in 1940, Gies was the oldest living collector in the 
United States. 


Business As Usual 


Society meetings continued uneventfully through January. The 
Society continued about its business of exhibiting and 
discussing coins at each meeting. Further additions were 
made to the Society Library and Coin Cabinet. George Rode 
donated a copy of the Director of the Mint's Report for 1878. 
Frank Kirk donated "a priced catalogue of his sale of Dec 30th 
1878." (This is a mystery - John Adams does not list any 
auction catalog dated Dec 30th, 1878, although there is a 
Haseltine sale on Oct 30, 1878). On January 17th, 1879 the 


Society elected to subscribe to the Coin Collector's Journal. 
On January 24th the Society voted to purchase a priced catalog 
of the Mickley sale. 


On March 7th, attempting to fill the hole in its proof set, 
the Society resolved "to bid $4.50 on the 20 cent piece (lot 
622) of 1878 in the sale of March 14th." (This probably 
refers to the S. K. Harzfeld sale held on that date. A copy 
exists in the Carnegie Library collection). Mr. Kelley placed 
the bid on the Society's behalf. On March 21st, Secretary Rode 
reported that the lot had been won at the price of $4.25. 


On May 23rd, the Society voted "to bid $9.00 on Crosby's Early 
Coins of America, to be sold at auction in Harzfeld's sale of 
June 5th and 6th." President Morgan reported at the June 
13th meeting that the bid had not been successful. Mm Jilly 
2nd Secretary Rode was authorized to purchase a copy of Crosby 
for $9.00. On July 11th a warrant for $9.30 was drawn to pay 
for it (this amount apparently included postage). "The Curator 
was instructed to have the above copy of Crosby Early Coins 
of America bound." 


The Notorious Jonas Adler and the Black Ball Rule 


On February 21st, 1879, Mr. Jonas Adler was proposed as a 
member of the Society. Adler was a part-time coin dealer who 


would later catalog an auction sale at the D.F. Henry auction 
house on April 30, 1879. 


"The President appointed Mr. J.E.H. Kelley as teller - a vote 
then being taken and Mr. Kelley announced that more than three 
(3) votes had been cast in the negative." Members Morgan, 
McKnight, Kelley, Gies, Sermin, Shipman, Kirk, Comingo, and 
Rode were present. Article VII of the Society Bylaws states 
that three negative votes shall prevent the election of a 
prospective member. 


Apparently Mr. Adler had already developed a reputation for 
himself. His coin sale of April 1879 would be his first and 
last auction. Ed Frossard wrote in the July 1879 issue of 
Numisma: 


Dealers sending coins on approval to Mr. Jonas Adler, 
Pittsburgh, PA., will do well, if they wish to assure a 
safe delivery, to address the distinguished coin dealer 


in care of one of the Town Justices 


_ or of the Sheriff 


of the County. 


The September 1879 issue of Mason's Coin Collectors' Herald 
included an open letter to Adler: 


You seem to be doing a wholesale coin business on credit; 
but in reply to your many solicitations we sa atronize 
those who give 30 days and send us cash at half price you 
pay on credit. Perhaps the credit system pays you best. 


The November 1884 issue of Numisma states: 


Jonas Adler, Pittsburgh, PA., has been rusticating at 
Claremont Springs, at municipal expenses for swindling 
a Fifth Ave., cigar dealer in a transaction of old coins. 
A.A.A. No. 1, first-class prefered petty swindler. Coin 
collectors, beware of Jonas! 


The Ramsden Matter 


Another debate over membership began on March 21st, when 
Thomas Ramsden was proposed for membership. Ramsden was 
probably in middle age, having been listed in the 1860 
Pittsbugh City directory as a gas fitter, living on Federal 
Street near Lacock in Allegheny City. The 1878 directory 
listed him as a plumber. No action on Ramsden's membership 
application was taken at that meeting. 


At the following meeting (March 28, 1879) a committee 


consisting of Kirk, Shipman, and Gies was appointed "to report 
on the advisability of admitting Mr. T. Ramsden as a member." 
On April 18th the committee "reported adversely." Still, no 
action on Ramsden membership application was taken, although 
Albert Glockner was elected at the same meeting. 


During the same time period the name of J. R. Bingler was 
proposed and later withdrawn (by Mr. Sermin). 


More New Faces 


Despite the problems with other proposed members, the second 
quarter of 1879 saw four men added to the membership rolls. 
This batch included a liquor dealer, another clerk, and 
another coin dealer. 


Albert Glockner, Jr. (April 18, 1879) 


Albert Glockner Jr. was a liquor dealer, operating at 32 Sixth 
Street. Glockner apparently inherited the family business 
from his father (Albert Sr.) and uncle Leopold, who were 
listed in the 1860 Pittsburgh City Directory as A. Glockner 
& Bro., wholesale importers of wines and liquor at 32 St. 


Clair Street. (this is the same address - the name of the 
street was changed in the meantime). 


A. J. Rogers (May 2, 1879) 


A. J. Rodgers was listed as a clerk at 169 Irwin Avenue, 
Alllegheny, in the 1878 Pittsburgh City Directory. An Alfred 
J. Rodgers, also a clerk (for the Union Line) was listed in 
the 1890 directory. It is not known whether Alfred is the A. 
J. Rogers who belonged to WPNS. Rodgers acted as an agent for 
buyers at Morgan's auction sales. His name is listed on the 
covers of the 10/16/1879 and 12/23/1879 sale catalogs. 


Robert D. Book (May 16, 1879) 


The 1878 Pittsburgh City Directory lists Book's occupation as 
coin dealer, at 71 Beech Avenue, Allegheny. By 1890 he is 
listed as a teller for the First National Bank, living at 5 
Lincoln Avenue in Allegheny. 


David J. White (June 13, 1879) 


Nothing is yet known of David J. White. There are four David 
Whites listed in the 1878 Directory. One is an engineer, but 


there is know way of knowning which White belonged to WPNS. 


The Rogers/Shipman Affair 


On May 23rd, just three weeks after his election as a member, 
A. J. Rogers submitted a letter "preferring charges against 
Mr. R. W. Shipman." At the following meeting Mr. Comingo 
offered the following resolution, which after a long debate, 
was adopted: 


Whereas, by a letter presented in open meeting of this 
Society on May 23rd, 1879, Mr. A. J. Rogers preferred 
certain charges against Mr. R. W. Shipman; both of whom 
being members of this Society; and 


Whereas, the acts charges are not denied by Mr. Shipman 


in any material point, either in matter or form; and 


Whereas, said R. W. Shipman refuses to make any adequate 
settlement of this matter, or to submit the same to be 
arbitrated by this Society or by a commitee selected 
impartially by its members; and 


Whereas, the charges being swindling and other conduct 


unbecoming a gentleman or member of this Society, 
therefore 


Resolved, that if said R. W. Shipman persists in his 
determination to refuse to arrange this matter with Mr. 
Rogers, to his satisfaction, or submit it to arbitration 
in this Society, that his name be stricken from the roll 
of the members at its next regular meeting. 


At the following meeting, however (June 13th) it was resolved 
"to take no action in the Shipman affair until some future 
meeting. Both Shipman and Rogers continued to attend 
subsequent meetings. No further action on the matter was ever 
taken, and Rogers resigned his membership in the Society on 
March 19, 1880. 


Summer, 1879 


The third quarter of 1879 saw three new members added to the 
rolls: the controversial plumber, a manufacturer, and a 
railroad superintendent. 


Thomas Ramsden (July 25, 1879) 


The outstanding matter of the membership of Thomas Ramsden 
was finally resolved at the July 25th meeting, four months 
after the plumber was first proposed for membership. 
Secretary Rode read a letter from Ramsden regarding his 


membership application. Robert Book was appointed teller, 
and a vote was taken. The vote was eight to two in favor of 
admission. Members Morgan, Maynard, Kelley, Book, Gies, 
Glockner, McKnight, Shipman, White, and Rode were in 
attendance. 


(Since Shipman and Gies were the only members of the committee 
which recommeded against Mr. Ramsden, it is likely that these 
two gentlemen represented the dissenting votes. Of course, 
we will probably never know for sure). Shipman, Ramsden, and 
Gies were all present at the following meeting on August lst. 


Henry A. Breed (August 22, 1879) 


Henry A. Breed was listed in the the 1878 Pittsburgh City 
Directory as the president and treasurer of the Culmer Spring 
Company at 26th and Liberty. He made his home at Fifth Avenue 
and Neville Streets, in Oakland. By 1890 he had become a real 
estate and insurance agent at 516 Market Street. He still 
resided at the same address. 


Jesse Hildebrand (August 29, 1879) 


In 1860 Jesse Hildebrand worked as a paper carrier, living at 
the corner of Hamilton and Sedgwick in Allegheny. At the same 
address lived Solomon Hildebrand, a mill wright (apparently 


Jesse's father). By 1878 Jesse had become a superintendant 
at the "P & A Pass Ry" (?? Passenger Railway), living on Shady 
Avenue in Allegheny. He was still listed as a superintendant 
in 1890, living at 163 High Street in Allegheny. 


The 1879 Exposition Ultimatum 


At the June 6, 1879 meeting a new committee, consisting of 
members Kelley, Book, Kirk, and Morgan was appointed to begin 
the process of applying for exhibit space at the 1879 
Pittsburgh Exposition. The committee reported progress at 
future meetings, but no details were recorded in the minutes. 


On July 6th the committee reported that exhibit space could 
be reserved for $5.00, and that the Exposition Society would 
provide six entrance tickets for Society members. At the 
following meeting the committee was instructed to apply for 
the exhibit space, but only if all Society members were 
provided with "a season ticket for the exposition." On July 
llth the committee reported that the best offer they could 
get from the Exposition Society was for eight tickets. The 
other eight Society members would have to purchase their 
tiuckets. The Society stuck to its guns; Mr. Maynard was 
instructed to tell the Exposition Society that nothing less 
than tickets for all members would be acceptable. On July 
25th Maynard reported back that the Exposition Society had 
give in to the WPNS demand: all members would be given free 
tickets. 


The 1879 Exposition Coin Exhibit 


At the July 25, 1879 meeting a committee "to make arrangements 
to place a collection of coins on exhibition at the coming 
Exposition" was appointed. The committee included members 
Kelley, Book, Kirk, Morgan, Maynard, Rode, and Shipman. At 
the following meeting (August 1st) a resolution was passed 
assessing each member of the Society $5.00 "to meet the 
expenses incurred in making the display at the Exposition - 
$2.50 to be paid now, and the balance when required by the 
committee." 


A letter written by R. W. Shipman on July 28th was published 
(belatedly) in the September 1879 issue of Mason's Coin 
Collector's Herald. 


Dear Sirs: - The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
will make a numismatic display at the coming Pittsburgh 
Exposition valued at $8,000, with one of more of our 
members in constant attendance. Our object is to foster 
and increase the interest in the science. The Society 


will sell a medal size 22 (by Lovett,) commemorating the 
event. The entire collection will be catalogued in good 
style, and distributed to the extent of 2,000 copies to 
our patrons. A limited number of Coin dealer's 
advertisements will be recieved, to assist in covering 
expenses, at the following low rates: One page 8.00; 
half page 5.00; arter page 3.00. Reaching as it 
will a large number of amature collectors who will never 
see a coin paper, its advantage as an advertising meduim 
will be apparent. Hoping you will favor _us with an 
insertion of this letter, I remain, respectfully yours, 

R. W. Shipman, Sec. Finance Committee, 

79 Wilkins Street, Allegheny City, PA 
(We call the attention of all Coin dealers to this grand 
opportunity for increasing their sales in the West. -- 
Editor). 


On August 22nd Mr. Morgan was again "elected to take charge 
of the display at the Exposition," being paid $1.00 per day. 
Morgan and Rogers were appointed a committee "to arrange the 
coins for the Exposition." It is not clear how the duties of 
the smaller committee of Morgan and Rogers differed from the 
duties of the larger July 25th committee. Perhaps the larger 
group contributed items from their collections for the 
exhibit, and Morgan and Rogers handled the actual setting up 
of the exhibit. 


It is not known if the exhibit catalogue described by Shipman 
was ever produced. No copy has been found in the Society 
archives, nor has it been referenced by writers on numismatic 
literature. There is no explicit record of payment for 
printing costs during this period. 


As they had done in 1878, the Society held a special meeting 
at the Exposition building on September 3rd, 1879. It was 
again decided to hold no regular meetings of the Society 
during the course of the Exposition. Present that night were 
members Morgan, Kirk, Maynard, Kelley, Book, Gies, Glockner, 
McKnight, Ramsden, Rogers, Sermin, and Rode. 


The 1879 Exposition Medal 


The 1879 version of the Exposition medal was recieved by the 
August 29th, 1879 meeting. It was resolved to send "one of 
our medals to each of the following: 


U.S. Mint, Philadelphia 

The American Numismatic and Archeaological Society, NY 
The Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia 
Vermont Numismatic Society 

Boston Numismatic Society 

S. K. Harzfeld, Esq, Philadelphia 

American Journal of Numismatics, Boston 


Coin Collector's Journal, Scott & Co., NY 

Numisma, Ed Frosard, Irvington, NY 

Coin Collector's Herald, Mason & Co., Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh Commercial Gazette 

Pittsburgh Evening Leader 

Pittsburgh Evening Telegraph 

The Allegheny Mail 


Letters ackowledging the gift of the medals were sent by most 
of the recipients. The letters were read by Secretary Rode 
at the first meeting following the Exposition (October 17, 
1879). J.W. Scott chose to pan the efforts of the Society in 
the November 1879 issue of his Coin Collector's Journal. 


The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society have issued 
a white metal medal for the Pittsburgh Exposition, which 
is similar in many respects to that issued in 1878; on 
the obverse is a view of the Exposition building. The 
design is not what we should expect from the 
numismatically educated members of the Pittsburgh 
Society; as such an engraving is of an age long since 


past, the collector's of to-day see so many beautiful 
medals that an inferior work is but little treasured. 


At the end of the Exposition the Society had 113 medals in 
white metal on hand. It is not known how many were produced. 
At the October 17th meeting the Society resolved to "order 25 
Copper and 25 Brass medals, and a number of Silver medals 
equal in number to those members who subscribe for them" At 
the following meeting (October 24th) it was decided to 
purchase a silver medal for the Society cabinet. In all, 17 
silver medals were made. The medals were recieved from Mr. 
Lovett by December 19th, and were sold at the following 
prices: $1.00 for the silver medals, $.25 for the copper and 
brass medals (for members admitted prior to October ist, 
1879), and $.50 for members admitted thereafter. At the 
January 16, 1880 meetiong it was decided to sell the remaining 
1879 white metal medals for $.20 each. 


The October 24th meeting was eventful in other respects. Three 
new members were added to the rolls, presumably having been 
recruited through the Pittsburgh Exposition. A committee 
consisting of Marnard, Morgan, and Kelly was appointed to 
frame a new Constitution. Also, a motion regarding the 1879 
medals was passed which would later lead to further 
controversy: 


On Motion, it was resolved, that the medals of 1879 in 
Silver, Copper, and Brass shall not be transfered to any 
person who is not a member of the Society. 


Fall, 1879 


The fall crop of new members included a publisher, a painter, 
a clerk, and a music agent. 


B. B. Coursin (October 24, 1879) 


Little is known of B. B. Coursin. He resided in McKeesport, 
and this probably accounts for his absence from the Pittsburgh 
City Directories. His collection was sold at auction by Ed 
Frossard on September 21, 1883. The collection consisted of 
Large Cents, Proofs, early silver, and Literature. 


J. &. Murray (October 24, 1879) 


While there are several "J. Murray" entries in the Pittsburgh 
City Directories, it is likely that the one who joined WPNS 
was John S. Murray, proprietor of the Legal Journal, who 
resided at 65 River Avenue in Allegheny. He published the 
Journal as late as 1890, when his office was listed at 409 
Grant Street. The Pittsburgh Legal Journal is being published 
today from a Grant Street address, although it is not known 
if the two publications are connected. 


Cc. W. Kirk (October 24, 1879) 


Little is known about C.W. Kirk. He may be a family member 
of Frank Kirk, the painter. There is a Chas. Kirk listed as 
a painter in the 1878 City Directory, on Bedford Avenue. In 
1890 Cc. W. Kirk is listed as a grocer at 259 Fifth Avenue. 
Kirk later became a charter member of the American Numismatic 
Association (member number 44). 


J. C. Cotton (November 7, 1879) 


J. C. Cotton is listed as a receiver at 49 Sedgwick in 
Allegheny. He apparently lived there with a large family. 
Residing at the same address were Emmett E. Cotton, an 
attorney, and C.M. and John W. Cotton, both laborers. By 1890 
C.W. Cotton is listed as a superintendent at the "P. A. & M. 
Pass Ry" This may be the same company Jesse Hildebrand worked 
for in 1878. 


W. L. Buettler (November 14, 1879) 


William L. Buetler is listed in the 1878 Pittsburgh City 
Directory as a music agent at 241 Webset. His name is spelled 
with just one "t", although this may be a typo. There are no 
other W.L. Buettlers listed. 


Benjamin T. Schmauk (January 16, 1880) 


Nothing is known about Schmauk; he is not listed in the 
Pittsburgh City Directories reviewed so far. 


The New Constitution 


A special meeting to discuss the new constitution was held on 
November 17, 1879. The new constitution was largely the same 
as the original constitution, with some additions and minor 
changes. One new feature was contained in Article V: "the 
Society shall possess a Medal, and a Certificate of 
Membership." Explicit procedures for amending’ the 
Constitution and nominating new members were spelled out. In 
addition, Resident, Corresponding, and Honorary Membership 
classifications were established. 


At the following meeting (November 21st) a new set of Bylaws 
was presented. The number of members required for a quorum 
was raised from five to seven. The initiation fee was raised 
from $1.00 to $5.00, and the dues were reduced to $4.00 a 
year, payable quarterly, in advance). The previous Bylaws had 
called for the collection of $.25 per week, which could amount 
to over $10.00 in the course of a year. The new Bylaws also 
stated that "the names of the eight (8) founders of this 
Society, and of the Honorary members, (whether living or 
dead,) shall be published in every printed list of the members 
of this Society." 


The new Constitution and Bylaws were adopted, and the 
Committee was discharged. At the following meeting (November 
28th) it was decided that dues would commence under the new 
structure beginning on the lst of January, 1880. 


At the February 6th, 1880 meeting "it was resolved to have 
150 copies of the Constitution printed and that 25 of these 
be bound in Muslin." The twelve-page pamphlet was titled 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Western Penna. Numismatic 
Society. It was printed by W.W. Lewis & Co., 48 Fifth Avenue 
(across the street from George Rode's office) at a total cost 
of $10.50 (paid on March 5th, 1880). 


The pamphlets were available by the February 27th, 1880 
meeting, where it was resolved that each member be given two 
copies. The ANS Library has a copy of the pamphlet, inscribed 
"from Geo. W. Rode, Secy, May 21/80." 

A copy of the pamphlet was also sent to J.W. Scott, who 


printed in his July 1880 Coin Collector's Journal: 


We acknowledge the receipt of aco of the "Constitution 
and By-Laws of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society," of Pittsburgh. From the list of resident 
members they appear to be more alive to the interest of 
their new society than are those of the more antiquated 
association of this city. By way of wishing them 
success, we would warn them never to permit a numismatic 
spider (or dealer) induce them to make their headquarters 


in his webbed parlors, or the unwary flies may rue it; 
vide Am. Num. and Arch. Soc. of N.Y. 


The Library Rules 


At the same meeting that the new Constitution was adopted 
(November 28, 1879), curator Kelley presented a set of rules 
pertaining to the borrowing of items from the Society Library 
and Cabinet. At the following meeting (December 5, 1879) the 
rules "were adopted and ordered to be printed." These printed 
rules were apparently then affixed to the inside covers of 
books and catalogues in the Society library. 


I. Books &c., will be delivered at the regular meetings at 8 
o'clock, P.M. (to members in alphabetical order.) If a member 
is not present when his name is called, the choice will be 
given to the next in order. 


II. Members are entitled to Books &c., for one (1) week; a 
fine of ten cents per week will be charged if retained longer 
than that time. 


aziz. Any member losing Books &c., will be charged the 
original price of the same, or will be required to replace 
the same, as the Society may direct. 


The Membership Medal 


At the December 14, 1879 meeting, “it was resolved that a 
committee of three (3) be appointed to prepare designs for a 
medal of membership. The chair named Mess. Rode, Kelley, and 
Gies." The committee reported progress at subsequent 
meetings, but no details were recorded in the minutes. The 
committee prepared a report presented at the February 6th, 
1880 meeting. The report has not been found in the Society 
archives, but the committee was authorized to have the medals 
struck. At the following meeting (February 13th) it was 
decided to strike the medals only in silver. 


1880: Tough Times 


The year 1880 was largely uneventful. The meetings continued 


weekly as scheduled, with relatively little Society business 
recorded in the minutes. In some sense, the Society had come 
of age: its Constitution adopted and printed, its Library and 
Cabinet under construction, two important exhibitions mounted, 
two official medals produced, and plans for a membership medal 
underway. It had survived its formative stage, and despite 
disagreements among members had managed to grow into a mature 
and respected numismatic Society of national stature. 


Still, the disagreements had taken their toll, and perhaps 
the youthful enthusiasm of a new organization had given way 
to the comfort and weariness of middle age. 1880 and 
subsequent years were notable more for the absence of many of 
the activities and events that marked the Society's hectic 
first two years. Tellingly, the Society's planned Membership 
medal would never be struck. 


The Society's changes began early in 1880, beginning with the 
need to find a new location to hold the meetings. On April 30, 
1880 it was decided to hold the meetings at the Home Hotel, 
Duquesne Way (Mr. Kelley's place of business) until further 
notice. J.C. Cotton inquired about the use of his brother 
E.E. Cotton's office at 91 Diamond Street. On June 18th (in 
the absence of J.C. Cotton), Curator Kelley reported that E.E. 
Cotton's office could be rented for $.50 a meeting. He also 
offered the use of rooms in his Hotel free of charge. "On 
Motion, the report was recieved and filed, and a vote of 
thanks tendered Mr. Kelley - the committee was’ then 
discharged. 


On October 29th, George Rode resigned his position as 
Secretary “owing to want of time to properly attend the 
office." Owing to the want of a volunteer to fill the 
position, Rode continued taking the minutes as usual. 


In addition to losing its original meeting place, the Society 
lost several members in 1880: Rogers, Murray, Comingo, 
Cotton, White, and founder F. J. Kirk all resigned at various 
times. The Society would not add a new Resident member for 
another five years. A quorum not being present, several 
meetings could not be held. In the face of declining 
attendance, the Society voted on November 19, 1880 to reduce 
the frequency of meetings to two per month. "Article I of 
the By-Laws was amended to read The regular meetings shall be 
held on the first and third Friday's of every month at 8 P.M." 


First Corresponding Members 


Facing a dearth of new resident members, the Society began 
filling its rolls with Corresponding members. 


William Poillon (June 18, 1880) 


William Poillon was a steadfast member of the American 
Numismatic and Archeological Society of New York. He anda 
small band of fellow numismatists had held the organization 
together through a period of low interest before 1873. Being 
named the Society' s recording secretary in that year, Poillon 
kept the books in superlative shape. Poillon's coins were 
sold by Ed Frossard on December 12, 1883 and October 10, 1893, 
by Lyman Low on January 26, 1904, and by Thomas Elder on 
January 6, 1918. 


W. E. Woodward (July 16, 1880) 


William Elliot Woodward was an apothecary from Roxbury, MA, 
near Boston. He had moved to that city in 1848. He entered 
the coin trade in 1860, issuing 110 auction catalogs by 1890. 


Thomas Cunningham (November 19, 1880) 


Thomas Cunningham of Mohawk, NY, was a noted collector of 
Fractional Currency. He was a neighbor and personal friend 
of General Francis Ellis Spinner, Treasurer of the U.S. from 
1861 to 1875. Matt Rothert called Spinner "the Father of 
United States Postage and Fractional Currency." Being a 
collector well positioned to obtain first-hand information on 
the series, Cunningham published the first comprehensive 
listing of Fractional Currency in an 1893 issue of the 
American Journal of Numismatics. Cunningham's collection 
included the unique original paste-up patterns created by 
Spinner as models for the first issue of postage currency in 
1862. Cunningham's collection later passed into the famous 
Herman Crofoot collection. 


G.P. Nichols (March 4, 1881) 


Nothing is known about G.P. Nichols, other than his hometown 
of Springfield, Massachusetts. 


1881 


The year 1881 opening with the Society still in search of a 
new meeting location. On February 4th, "Mr. Wooddridge's 
offer to let the Society have his office for their meetings 
at $5.00 per quarter year was accepted." 


The Society lost more members during the year. Benjamin T. 
Schmauk sent in a letter of resignation, but this was not 
accepted since he owed back dues. Henry Breed resigned on 
June 17, 1881. At the same meeting it was decided to meet 
only on ‘the first Friday of the month during July and August. 


Seven members attended the July meeting, but only six appeared 
at the following four meetings. No quorum being reached, no 
business was conducted. Active members during this period 
were only Book, Gies, Kelley, McKnight, Morgan, Ramsden, Rode, 
and Shipman. 


In September, President Morgan moved out of town. On October 
21st, the By-Laws were further amended again, this time 
returning the frequency of meetings to weekly. Apparently 
the members hoped that this would invigorate interest in the 
Society, but it was not to be. A quorum could not be reached 
at the next five meetings. On November 11th, only Ramsden, 
Gies, and Rode appeared. 


1882 


On January 13th, 1882 the membership voted to reduce the 
initiation fee to $3.00, over Mr. Ramsden's' objection. 
Ramsden introduced a motion to repeal the reduction at the 
January 27th meeting, but was overruled. 


On February 10th, the office of the President was declared 
vacant. Morgan had moved to Louisville, and had been 
suspended on January 6th for nonpayment of dues. At an 
election on February 24th, Thomas Ramsden was elected 
President. 


Morgan's Expulsion 


At the April 7th, 1881 meeting (Ramsden, Gies, Book, Shipman, 
and Rode present) the Society severed its ties with founder 
Morgan completely: 


Resolved that Mr. S. H. Morgan, (ex president) be 
expelled for non-payment of dues, and that a vote of 
censure be passed for gross breach of faith to this 
society in offering for sale, at public auction, the 
Society's Medals of 1879 in Silver, Copper, and Brass 
which were issued with the express condition that they 
should never be transferred to any person who is not a 
member of this Society. 


Resolved, that the various numismatic journals be 
requested to publish this part of the minutes of the 
meeting. 


Morgan had been present on October 24, 1879 when the 
resolution regarding the medals was passed, so he was 
certainly aware of the odd restriction. 


On April 28th Ramsden appointed a committee of three (Book, 


Gies, and McKnight) to carry out the resolution. On May 19th 
the committee reported that they had sent copies of the 
Society's resolution to the American Journal of Numismatics, 
Numisma, and the Coin Collector's Journal. 


As of the September 1, 1882 meeting, none of the publications 
contacted had published the resolution. Secretary Rode was 
instructed to write to the editors to find out why nothing had 
appeared. Correspondence from three of the publications was 
read at the October 6th meeting, but has not been located in 
the Society archives. 


Further Decline 


On May 19th, 1882, the Membership Medal committee was 
officially dissolved. "This committee reported that at the 
time of appointment they could not agree upon a design that 
was satisfactory to all the members, and that since that time, 
they did not deem it advisable to prepare designs and have the 
dies cut owing to the decreasing membership in the Society." 


On June 16th, 1882 the Society officially expelled six members 
who had been suspended for some time due to nonpayment of 
dues: Buettler, Haslett, C.W. Kirk, Murphy, Schmauk, and 
Sermin. 


Murphy sent a letter (read at the June 30, 1882 meeting) 
declining to resume his membership, and offered his coin 
collection for sale. "The Secretary was instructed to thank 
Mr. Murphy for his offer to sell his collection to the 
Society, and inform him that we do not desire to purchase them 
at this time." 


On October 1, 1882, the resignation of founder George Clapp 
was accepted. Out of the eighteen scheduled meetings held 
between September 1 and December 29, 1882, only five had a 
quorum. On two occasions, only one member besides President 
Ramsden showed up. On December 29th, the members voted 
another change to the Bylaws: the meeting would be held just 
once a month, on the first Friday at 8 P.M. The Society 
attempted to hold weekly meetings for the first part of 1883, 
but with little success. On May 11th the Society voted to put 
the new meeting schedule into effect as of July 1, 1883, with 
the meetings to be held at the residence of a member. 


Meetings were held in August, September, and December 1883. 
It was not until June 7th, 1884 that the Society would again 
have a quorum. At that meeting members Maynard, Book, 
Shipman, and Glockner were expelled for nonpayment of dues 
(however, Book would be renominated and re-elected as a member 
on September 5th). The By-Laws were once again amended, 
reducing a quorum to three members. 


New Recruits 


On July 3, 1885, the Society's first new members in five years 
were proposed. Ferdinand Sermin recommended Charles Shinkle 
and H.E. Wilson for Resident membership, while George Rode 
proposed Lyman H. Low for Corresponding membership. With 
McKnight and Gies acting as tellers, the three were 
unanimously elected to membership at the following meeting. 


Charles H. Shinkle (August 7, 1885) 


In 1878 Charles H. Shinkle was a bookkeeper at Wilcox, Shinkle 
& Miller, “founders and machinists, grist and saw mill 
machinery a specialty." The company was located at 39 Water 
Street in Pittsburgh. Shinkle's partners were John F. Wilcox 
and William J. Miller, Jr. He made his home at 129 River 
Avenue in Allegheny. By 1890 Shinkle had gone into a 
partnership with Edwin A. Myers, forming Myers, Shinkle & 
Company at 523 Wood Street. By this time Shinkle made his 
home at Forbes and Craig Streets, in Oakland. 


By 1905 Shinkle was president of "The Myers & Shinkle Co., 
Commercial Stationers, Printers & Binders," at 711 Liberty 
Street. In that year he combined his business and hobby 
interests when he first published his booklet "U.S. Coin 
Values and Lists." The card-covered volume was a forerunner 
of today's "Redbook", listing values for all regular issue 
U.S. coins in neat tabular format. The "lists" referred to 
in the title included "Years in which the coinage was small," 
"Prices some of the rarities have brought in recent years," 
"The gold mint marks," and “List of private gold issues." 
The latter was illustrated by 38 photos "taken from specimens 
in Cabinet of John A. Beck, Esq., Pittsburgh, PA," produced 
by Philadelphia dealer Henry Chapman. The inside back cover 
held a list of the names and addresses of coin dealers from 
across the nation. 


In 1913 Shinkle ran unopposed for the office of 2nd Vice 
President of the A.N.A., serving under President Frank 
Duffield. 

H.E. Wilson (August 7, 1885) 

Nothing is known of H.E. Wilson, not even his full name. 
There are four H. Wilsons listed in the 1878 Pittsburgh City 
Directory, and many more in the 1890 directory. 

Lyman H. Low (August 7, 1885) 


Born in Boston in 1844, Lyman Haines Low served in the Civil 
War, sold dry goods for many years thereafter, and in 1883, 


entered the coin business, issuing his first fixed price list 
from New York City. When he joined WPNS he was still early 
in his career as a coin dealer. He wrote a standard text on 
Hard Times Tokens in 1886, and served as co-editor of The 
American Journal of Numismatics from 1891 to 1907. Ultimately 
Low would issue 212 price lists and auction sales, the last 
shortly before his death in 1924. 


Monthly Coin Sales Plan 


At the same meeting, flush with their success in finally 
adding some new members, the Soiety appointed a committee of 
three (Rode, McKnight, and Shinkle) was appointed "to report 
on the advisability of having a series of monthly coin sales." 
On October 2nd the committee reported favorably, and further 
proposed a set of rules for such sales. The Society would 
earn a commission of 10% on coins selling under $5.00, and 5% 
for coins selling for $5.00 or more. The funds would be used 
to purchase coins for the Society Cabinet. At the following 
meeting (November 6th) Henry McKnight was elected the first 
"Clerk for the Coin Sales." No sales are ever recorded as 
being held. The office of Clerk of Coin sales was expressly 
left vacant after the June 3, 1887 election of officers. 


1886 
G. W. Scott (May 7, 1886) 


On April 2nd Henry McKnight proposed G. W. Scott for 
membership. At the following meeting (May 7th) Scott was 
unanimously elected. By October ist however, Scott "not 
having filed his acceptence of Resident Membership his 
election was declared void." There is a George W. Scott 
listed as an engineer at 2610 Caray Avenue in the 1878 
Pittsburgh City Directory. The Society later had a change of 
heart and rescinded its earlier voiding of his election, 
giving Scott another chance to sign up. By the end of the 
year, he had paid his initiation fee. But on May 4, 1888, 
his election was declared void again, Scott never having sent 
a letter of acceptance or attended a meeting. 


A Close Brush with Death 


The Society came close to closing its doors in 1886. At the 
October 1st meeting "it was resolved to hold a special meeting 
on Friday, October 15th to decide upon the question of 
continuing or dissolving the Society." The meeting was held 
at The Monongehela House. Eight members were present: 
Ramsden, Kelley, Shinkle, Sermin, McKnight, Gies, Book, and 
Rode. 


After the subject had been fully discussed it was moved 
that we continue the Society. A vote being taken, it 
resulted - Yeas 3, Nays 3 - being a tie vote the 
President voted nay and declared the motion lost. The 
President then announced that it required the consent of 
all members to disband the Society and as the above 


showed this had not been obtained the Society would be 
continued as heretofore. 


The Curator reported at the next meeting (November 5th) that 
the Society's Library consisted of "15 bound volumes, 292 
catalogues, and 150 unbound periodicals. The Cabinet contains 
111 medals & coins, 3 dies for medals, and 17-1878 + 111-1879 
Society's medals." 


On display at that meeting was the Society's 1886 Proof set. 
In December, George Rode displayed an example of Nicholas 
Veeder's proposed "co-metallic currency." 


The Recruitment Circular 


In a sign of new vigor, the Society voted to renew its 
subscription to the American Journal of Numismatics. In 
addition, a committee of four (McKnight, Book, Rode, and 
Shinkle) was appointed "to issue a circular inviting all 
collectors to join our Society." At the December meeting the 
committee reported that the circulars had been printed, but 
were not yet mailed. By February, 1887 they had all been 
mailed. By March, two replies were recieved, from W. B. Evans 
and Thomas Harper. 


W. B. Evans 


Nothing is known of W. B. Evans. 


Thomas Harper 


Harper was present as a guest at the March 3, 1887 meeting, 
where he read an article on "Primitive and Prehistoric Money 
in America." This is the first recorded prepared presentation 
ever at a WPNS meeting. 


1887 & 1888: Further Slide 


1887 was not to be a good year, however. Evans and Harper 
were never admitted to membership. Book, Kelley, and Shinkle 
were suspended for non-payment of dues. Finally, at the 
January 1888 meeting, Book and Shinkle were expelled. 


In February 1888, and again in April, Ramsden and Rode were 


the only members to show up for the meeting (although in 
April, Henry McKnight arrived late). 


On March 2, 1888, J.E.H. Kelley was notified "to replace the 
catalogues &c. charged against him, as required by the rules 
relating to the Library. It was resolved to have 1000 copies 
of the Library rules printed." At the May 4th meeting a 
letter from Kelley regarding the catalogues was read, and "it 
was resolved that Mr. Kelley be given til next meeting to 
replace them." 


At the June meeting, Curator McKnight reported that he had 
notified Kelley about the cataloges, but had recieved no 
reply. It was then resolved "that Mr. J.E.H. Kelley be 
suspended till the next regular meeting, and if nothing is 
heard from him by that time, the Curator is hereby directed 
to bring charges against him with a view to his expulsion from 
the Society." In July a letter from Kelley was read, 
requesting the Society to purchase replacements for the 
missing catalogs and to send him the bill. In April, 1888 
Kelley was sent a bill for $2.67. 


Library Additions 


In August, 1888 the Society authorized the purchase of a lot 
of 453 priced catalogues from Charles Steigerwalt. However, 
the lot was previously sold. In September a copy of 
Attinelli's "Numisgraphics" was purchased for $1.25. The 
Library Committee was authorized to bid on a number of books 
offered in Woodward's 101st sale. On December 7, 1888 the 
Society ordered a plated copy of the Robert Coulton Davis 
collection, and purchased a copy of Snowden's "Mint Manual" 
for $2.00. 


Final Curtain 


By June 7, 1889 however, the membership had decided that ey 
was again time to consider the question of continuing the 
Society. At the time there were only six active members. 
After re-electing the current slate of officers, the Society 
resolved "that a vote on the question of continuing or 
dissolving the Society be taken at our next meeting, and that 
the Secretary notify each member of this resolution. At the 
following meeting (July 5th) it was resolved "that the Society 
proceed to dispose of its property with a view to dissolving." 
A committee of Rode, McKnight, and Gies was appointed to 
catalog the property of the Society for an auction to be held 
among its remaining members. 


In August the committee reported that it had cataloged the 
Library, and recommended dividing the remaining 1878 and 1879 
medals equally among the members, with any extra pieces to be 


placed in the sale. 


Meanwhile, Kelley's check for $2.67 had been recieved, but 
there were still two catalogues missing and charged to him. 
The Society sent Kelley a second bill, resolving on September 
6th to expell him if the second bill were not paid. Kelley's 
check had arrived by the October meeting, and the expulsion 
motion was set aside. 


The final arrangements for the dissolution of the Society were 
made at the October 4, 1889 meeting. Present were the six 
active members, Ramsden, Sermin, McKnight, Wilson, Gies, and 
Rode. 


On motion, it was resolved that the Society's property 
be sold, at auction among the members, on Thursday 
evening, October 24th at 7 o'clock P.M. and following 
evenings until all disposed of, at the office of the 
Curator; sale to be adjourned if any member, through 
sickness or absence from the City, is unable to _ be 
present. 


The group assembled at the appointed hour at Curator 
McKnight's office. Although Mr. Wilson was not present, the 
sale went ahead as scheduled. 


Mr. McKnight was elected as Auctioneer, and Mr. Rode as 
Clerk. The sale then took place as per the Catalogue, 
324 lots being disposed of, when, owing to the lateness 
of the hour, it was agreed to adjourn the sale until 
Friday, Nov. lst at 7 o'clock. 


The group reconvened as scheduled, with all six members 
present. The remainder of the property was auctioned. The 
entire 481-lot sale realized a total of $184.06 for the 
Society. At 8 P.M. that evening, the group held an official 
Society meeting. They decided that the remaining copies of 
the 1880 Constitution and By-Laws be divided among the 
remaining members, and that each member be allocated a credit 
toward their auction bill equal to their portion of the assets 
of the Society. Mr. Ramsden then offered to host the next 
meeting at his residence. 


On December 6, 1889, the members gathered at the home of 
President Ramsden. All were present except Mr. White. It was 
to be the Society's last meeting for twenty years. After 
resolving amounts owed to the Curator and Secretary for 
postage and other expenses, the Society's books were then 
audited. $41.47 was distributed to each of the remaining 
members. 


Secretary Rode's last entry in the minute book reads as 
follows: 


The foregoing minutes having been read and approved, a 
vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Ramsden for his courtesy 
in exhibiting his magnificent collection of Coins and 
Medals. The consent of all the members having been 
obtained, a motion was made to now dissolve the Society 
which was carried unanimously. 


The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society was temporarily 
gone, but was never forgotten. In a letter written to the 
Society in 1939, Thomas W. Voetter stated: 


Personally, I have often regretted that TI did not 
identify myself with your organization when I was living 
in Pittsburgh. It seems that its existence was not 
brought to my attention. I_was just a beginner in 
collecting and did not then know of the advantages of 
membership and did not have the initiative to find out 
about it for myself. 


Some of my most pleasant memories, in the numismatic way, 
are of some of the older members and founders of your 
society. It was Mr. John Rivett who first opened my eyes 


to the possibility of obtaining coins other than from 
circulation or accident, and Mr. Rode was so enthusiastic 


pe a a  _ nn” 


and _ imparted his enthusiasm about collecting in such a 
manner that it was very helpful to me. I also met Mr. 


Ramsden and obtained a few specimens from him which I 
still have. At the 1892 Convention I also met others of 
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your early members. Mr. Gies was also another who kept 
my interest in coins alive. A short time ago I ran 
across a minor proof set which he furnished me ever so 
man ears ago. 


DATE 


6/14/1878 
6/28/1878 


4/11/1879 
6/20/1879 
8/13/1880 
6/17/1881 
7/01/1881 
6/30/1882 
3/02/1883 
6/29/1883 
6/07/1884 
6/05/1885 
6/04/1886 
6/03/1887 
6/01/1888 
6/07/1889 


PRES 


Morgan 
Morgan 


Morgan 
Morgan 
Ramsden 


Ramsden 
Ramsden 
Ramsden 
Ramsden 
Ramsden 
Ramsden 
Ramsden 


OFFICERS 


VP 

Kirk, F.J. 
Kirk,F.J. 
Kirk, F.dJ. 
Kelley 


Kelley 


McKnight 
Kelley 
Kelley 
Kelley 
Kelley 
Gies 
Gies 


SEC 


Rode 
Rode 


Rode 
Rode 


Rode 
McKnight 
McKnight 
Rode 
Rode 
Shinkle 
Rode 
Rode 
Rode 


TREAS 


Maynard 
Maynard 


Maynard 


Book 
Ramsden 
McKnight 


Sermin 
Sermin 
Sermin 
Sermin 
Sermin 
Sermin 
Sermin 


CURATOR 


Clapp 
Comingo 
Kelley 
Gies 
Gies 


Gies 
Gies 


Gies 
Gies 


McKnight Rode 


McKnight 
McKnight 
McKnight 


9. 
10. 
Las 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
ee a 
32. 


6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
12/27/1878 
1/10/1879 
1/17/1879 
1/17/1989 
1/31/1879 
1/31/1879 
4/18/1879 
5/02/1879 
5/16/1879 
6/13/1879 
7/25/1879 
8/22/1879 
8/29/1879 
10/24/1879 
10/24/1879 
10/24/1879 
11/07/1879 
11/14/1879 
1/16/1880 
6/18/1880 
7/16/1880 
11/19/1880 
3/04/1881 
8/07/1885 


MEMBERSHIP 


Clapp, George H. 
Rode, George W. 
Shipman, R.W. 
Rivett, John 
Kirk, Frank J. 
Morgan, S.H. 
Maynard, Elbert F. 
McKnight, Henry 
Comingo, E.G. 
Sermin, Ferdinand 
Haslett, W.R. 
Kelley, J.E.H. 
Murphy, Sidney F. 
Gies, A. Charles 
Glockner, A., Jr. 
Rogers, A.J. 
Book, Robert D. 
White, David J. 
Ramsden, Thomas 
Breed, Henry A. 
Hildebrand, Jesse 
Coursin, B.B. 
Murray, J. S. 
Kirk, Charles W. 
Cotton, J.C. 
Buettler, W.L. 
Schmauk, Benjamin T. 
Poillon, William 
Woodward, W. E. 
Cunningham, Thomas 
Nichols, G.P. 
Shinkle, Charles H. 


New York) 
Roxbury, MA) 
Mohawk, NY) 
Springfield, 


34. 8/07/1885 Scott, G.W. 
35. 8/07/1885 Low, Lyman H. 


(later voided) 


Eq 33. 8/07/1885 Wilson, H.E. 
(c - New York, NY) 


MEMBER ELECTED LEFT 


Book 
Breed 
Buettler 
Clapp 
Comingo 
Cotton 
Coursin 
Cunningham 
Gies 
Glockner 
Haslett 
Hildebrand 
Kelley 
Kirk, C.W 
Kirk, F.W. 
Maynard 
McKnight 
Morgan 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nichols 
Ramsden 
Rivett 
Rode 
Rogers 
Sermin 
Schmauk 
Scott 
Sermin 
Shinkle 
Shipman 
White 


5/16/1879 
8/22/1879 
1879 
6/14/1878 
12/27/1878 
11/07/1879 
10/24/1879 
11/19/1880 
1/31/1879 
4/18/1879 
1/17/1879 
8/29/1879 
1/17/1879 
10/24/1879 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
1/31/1879 


3/04/1881 
7/25/1879 
6/14/1878 
6/14/1878 
5/02/1879 
1/10/1879 

1880 
5/07/1886 


8/07/1885 
6/14/1878 
6/13/1879 


n 
x: 
n 


1/06/1888 
6/07/1881 
6/30/1882 


r10/06/1882 


: 
f 
e 


n 


1880 
1880 
1/05/1883 


6/07/1884 
6/30/1882 
4/07/1882 


6/30/1882 


r12/17/1880 


n 


e 
n 
a: 


6/07/1884 
4/07/1882 


6/30/1882 
1/25/1880 


3/19/1880 
6/30/1882 
1/06/1888 


6/07/1884 
1/19/1880 


8/07/1885 


resigned 

expelled for nonpayment of dues 
expelled for other reasons 
membership voided 


AUCTIONS 


WITH PRICED 
CATALOGER LOTS PAGES COMP. CATALOGS 


01/28/1879 R. W. Shipman 359 
This is Shipman's only sale. 
An unpriced copy of this catalog was offered in 
the Kirk sale (Morgan, 6/27/1878, lot 17) where 
brought 40 cents. 


3/11/1679 &S. Ho. Morgan 
This is Morgan's first sale. 


4/30/1879 J. Adler 
This is Adler's only sale. 
Scarce catalog, according to Morgan. 
The ANS library has a copy. 
A copy pedigreed to the WPNS library 
is held by Mr. Armand Champa 
Louisville, KY. 


6/27/1879 S. H. Morgan 221 
The F. J. Kirk collection. 
Salmon covers. 
Scarce catalog, according to Morgan. 
Kirk was a founding member of WPNS, 
who would resign on 12/17/1880. 


* 10/16/1879 S. H. Morgan 303 
Grey covers. 


eS * 12/04/1879 S. H. Morgan 393 
Scarce catalog, according to Morgan. 


= Light green covers. 


* 12/23/1879 S. H. Morgan 
Salmon covers. 
Scarce catalog, according to Morgan. 


1/28/1880 John Haseltine 600 18 (Sampson) 
The S. H. Morgan collection. 
Offered priced copies of the 
following catalogs: 
3/11/1879 Morgan 
4/30/1879 Adler 
6/27/1879 Morgan 
10/16/1879 Morgan 
12/04/1879 Morgan 


1/29/1880 S. H. Morgan 
Rare catalog, according 
Only 125 copies printed. 


5/27/1880 S. H. Morgan 359 
Copies exist in both Blue and Grey 
covers. 


7/29/1880 S. H. Morgan 
The Cc. W. Kirk collection 


9/23/1880 S. H. Morgan 
Grey covers. 


1/17/1881 S. H. Morgan 
The Robert. W. Mercer collection 


3/30/1881 Ss. 
The J. H. Keeler collection. 


NOTE: Steigerwalt's Ninth sale on 
November 7th, 1882 included items 
property of Rev. J. H. Keeler, of 
Litchfield, MI. 


7/27/1881 S. H. Morgan 265 
This is Morgan's 13th, and last sale. 
On 4/7/1882 Morgan was expelled from 
WPNS for selling a WPNS medal to a 
non-member via one of his sales. 
At the same meeting, Jesse Hildebrand 
resigned his membership. 


4/19/1882 W. E. Woodward 1900 76 


The collection of S. H. Morgan, 
now living in Louisville, KY. 
Conjecture: Morgan retired to 
Louisville, putting his personal 
collection and library up for sale. 


Lot 1697 is a copy of Woodward's 
sale of the Mickley collection, 
Oct 28, Nov 2, 1867. “pierced for 
binding and somewhat soiled, but 


extremely rare". 


Lot 1747 is a group of 88 of S. H. 
Morgan's own sales. “Catalogues of the 
various Pittsburgh sales, some priced. 
Of these catalogues some very small 
editions were printed, and most of them 
are really rare. The entire stock 
remaining, 88 pieces." 


MEMBER PUBLICATIONS 
Clapp, George H., The United States Cents of the Years 1798- 
1799, Sewickley, PA, 1931 


This is a very rare work, and much sought after by 
bibliophiles and collectors of Early American Copper. 


Low, Lyman H., Hard Times Tokens, Boston, 1886, 91pp 


Shinkle, Charles H., U.S. Coin Values and Lists, Pittsburgh, 
PA., 1905 


-same-, 1909, 20pp, tan cover (from Money Tree #12, lot 848) 


-same-, 1910, 23pp, green cover (from Kolbe #48, lot 643) 


WPNS MINUTES JANUARY, 1992 


President Wayne called the club to order at 8:08 P.M. 
on Tuesday, January 7, 1992. No minutes or treasurer's 
report were given to save time. The balance in the 
treasury is $3588.13. 


The first order of business was a vote on the membership 
application of Neil R. Conner of Washington, PA recommended 
by member Dick Gaetano. Favorable discussion resulted 


in Neil's being voted in as a member. 


While votes were being counted, members discussed their 


exhibits. 


Larry Dziubek of the membership committee read a letter 


resignation from Larry Bassett. 


A letter from Richard Buckley was also read stating his 
feelings regarding the expulsion vote. Discussion on 
the matter followed. The vote taken by ballot resulted 
in the group's not expelling Mr. Buckley but accepting 


his resignation. 
Larry Dziubek reported on the Allegheny Project regarding 
brewery tokens. Two hundred tokens have been listed thus 


far. Any further brewery token information is requested. 


It was suggested by Don Carlucci and agreed upon by other 


members that too much discussion occurs at the meetings on 


every issue. The subject of furthering numismatics seems 


to fall by the wayside. The Suggestion was made to keep 


WPNS MINUTES JANUARY, 1992 


discussion at a minimum and make numismatics the focus 


of the meetings. 


It was reported that the PAN Convention will probably be 
held in Pittsburgh again in 1992, the Convention Center 
is the possible site. A regional PAN meeting will be 
held February 8 in State College, PA where the convention 


and all its datails will be discussed. 


Club photos are still available at $10.00 each. 


Wayne Homren spoke on his work thus far on the history of WPNS. 


At 9:45 P.M. John H. Burns moved and Rodger Hershey seconded that 


the meeting be adjourned. 


Respectfully rg oe 
Eitan kK 4 


Eileen K. Kaminsky 


CmMm1e1< 


Secretary 
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Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


9.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: Tuesday February 4, 1992 
PLACE: PPG #5 Third Floor 
TIME: Meeting 8:15 P.M. Talk 7:30 P.M. 


The February meeting of WPNS will have a change in the 
program. Richard Crosby will speak on "Medallic Tributes 
to Pittsburgh Athletes". This program was scheduled 

for the March meeting but was switched at Chuck Erb's 


request. 


The Society voted at the January meeting not to expel 


Richard Buckley. His resignation was accepted. 


Neil R. Conner of Washington, PA was voted in as the 
newest member of WPNS at the January meeting. 


We welcome Neil to the society. 


If you did not attend the January meeting to hear President 
Wayne's talk on his work on the history of the Society, 
the text of his talk is available by writing to the 


club address and requesting it. 


Our sympathy to member Rodger Hershey on the passing 


of his mother recently. 


Photos of the Society as a group are still available 
for $10.00 each. 


Don't miss the South Hills Coin Club's Annual Coin Show 
February 1 & 2 at the Sheraton, South Hills Village. 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Meeting Date: 


Member Name Exhibits 


H, Hage TIMES tokens 


Name: Current Residence: 


Date of Birth: 


Place of Birth: 


Father's Name: Mother's Name Spouse's Name 


Father's Occupation: Mother's Occupation: Spouse's Occupation 


Children's Names, Occupations: 


% Education: 


Occupation: 


Numismatic Interests: 


& The item(s) I'm most proud to have in my collection: 


AmericanNumismatic 
ASS ee © Raed & | A T | eae ae | 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
719/632-2646 


FAX: 719/634-4085 


February 1992 
Dear Numismatic Friend: 


National Coin Week 1992 will be April 19-25. The theme is "Discover New Worlds 
Through Coin Collecting," which ties in directly with the 500th Anniversary of 
Columbus' voyage of discovery. We will have 5,000 free decals of the motto 
available for interested colletors. Simply send us a large SASE to receive 
your decal(s). 


The main activity of 1992 National Coin Week is a contest to generate 
participation by ANA clubs and members in promoting the hobby of numismatics to 
the public at large. Criteria for the contest are as follows: 


- Activities to consist of: exhibits in public locations, published 
articles, radio or TV spots and programs, talks before numismatic and 
non-numismatic groups, proclamations, letters to or from members of 
Congress, coin clinics, shows, workshops, educational forums, and other 
special activities, plus, of course, gaining members for the ANA as well as 
local, state, regional and even international organizations. 


Each activity has been given a value. 
Period of time covered by contest: April 1 - August 31, 1992 


Activity Report & Scorecard (enclosed), submitted to Contest Headquarters, 
will be on the honor system, asking for date and location of an activity, 
names of new members, etc. 


In the event of a tie in the number of points earned, there will bea 
drawing to determine the winner(s). 


Competition for prizes will be apportioned according to categories, clubs 
being separate from individuals, and clubs divided in groups depending upon 
their number of members (Group A: less than 75 members; Group B: 75 or more 
members). Basically, there would be 4 groups: Group A Club, Group B Club, 
Members over 18, and YNs. 


Prizes will include 7 YN scholarships (all-expense), 3 adult scholarships 
(tuition, room/board), ANA correspondence courses (Introduction to 
Numismatics, and U.S. Coin Grading) and videos of the winners' choice that 
are available through ANA. 


YN scholarships are for the summer of 1993. If the winning club does not 
have a YN member of scholarship caliber, they could hold the scholarship 

for up to 5 years, thus serving as a "plum" to attract young people into 

their organization. 


(over) 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens + Chartered by Congress 


Prizes will be distributed as follows: 


Club Groups A & B: (each group awarded ist, 2nd, & 3rd) 
lst prize: 1 YN and 1 Adult scholarship 
2nd prize: 1 YN scholarship and 1 set of correspondence courses 
(Introduction & Grading) 
3rd prize: 1 YN scholarship 
Adult Over 18 Group: 
lst prize: 1 Adult scholarship 
2nd prize: 1 set of correspondence courses + video 
3rd prize: 1 set of correspondence courses 


YN Group: 
lst prize: 1 YN scholarship 
2nd prize: 1 set of correspondence courses + video 
3rd prize: 1 set of correspondence courses 


One good suggestion for an exhibit or classroom activity is the use of a 

colorful map of the world, or a specific area of the world, with coins 

displayed from the various countries and lines from the coins to the location e 
of the country, province or city on the map. 


Good luck in your promotional efforts! ie 


Sincerely, = 


" 


De } HAVIN L ie, U. Fz 


,Jemes Taylor 


Cy 
ee of Educational Services 


AmericanNumismatic 
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818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


719/632-2646 


FAX: 719/634-4085 


ACTIVITY REPORT & SCORECARD 

1992 NATIONAL COIN WEEK, SPONSORED BY THE AMERCIAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Name 
Club 
ANA Membership #: 
Address : 
City: Zip: 
Country : 
ALL ACTIVITIES MUST TAKE PLACE BETWEEN APRIL 1 AND AUGUST 31, 1992 


PTS .EARNED 
EXHIBITS: 
Number of public exhibit locations 10 pts. 
Number of exhibitors 
Number of exhibits during NCW 


PUBLICITY - Published Articles: 
Number of articles 
Number of photographs 
Number of articles during NCW 


PUBLICITY - Radio Time: 
Number of spot announcements 
Other programs 
Number of spots during NCW 


PUBLICITY - Teievision Time: 
Number of spot announcements 
Other programs 
Number of spots during NCW 


NUMISMATIC TALKS: 
Number of talks to numismatic groups 
Number of talks to non-numismatic groups 
Total number in attendance 
Total number of talks during NCW 


(over) 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens + Chartered by Congress 


SPECIAL ACTIVITIES (list separately): 
Coin clinics, shows, workshops, educational 
forums, donations, citations, ceremonies, etc. 
Total special activities 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES (list separately): 
Club bulletins or newsletters 
Posters (each different) 

Other (banners, handouts, etc.) 


PROCLAMATION: 
Governor of State 
County, City, Town 


LETTERS : 
Letters to U.S. Congressman 
Letters from U.S. Congressman 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS : 
American Numismatic Association 
Local, state, regional or international 


DOCUMENTATION (Names of members secured; dates and locations of presentations, 
exhibits, copies of published articles, scripts etc.): 


AmericanNumismatic 
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818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
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WPNS MINUTES FEBRUARY 1992 


The February, 1992 meeting of WPNS was held February 4, 
1992. The meeting was called to order by President Wayne 
Homren in the presence of seventeen members and two 
guests. Secretary Eileen Kaminsky read the minutes of 
the January meeting. They were approved as read. No 
treasurer's report was given in the absence of Harry 


Colborn, treasurer. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Allegheny Project Jerry Porter reports no progress but 
that he is planning to meet with Larry 
Dziubek and Dick Gaetano to set up 
a format for the brewery token segment. 
Jerry hopes to have the material done 
in an improved manner than the encased 
segment. 

Membership Larry Dziubek received an application 
from Jim Groninger recommended by Rodger 
Hershey. 

WPNS History President Wayne has received input on 
the history thus far. A biography of the 
members will be requested, probably from 
a form sent in the next newsletter. Jerry 
Porter commended Wayne on the quantity and 
quality of the history. 


Correspondence Newest member Neil Conner sent his dues. 


OLD BUSINESS 


THe PAN Show will be held at the Convention Center in Pittsburgh 
October 23, 24, & 25, 1992. A bourse fee of $250 will be charged. 


WPNS MINUTES FEBRUARY 1992 


PAN needs committee chairpersons and workers for all 


committees. 


At 8:30 P.M. Richard Crosby presented his program "Medallic 
Tributes to Pittsburgh Athletes". It centered on sports 


and athletic badges of southwestern Pennsylvania. 


Exhibits were shown and discussed. 


President Wayne suggested the possibility of a trip to 
the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. to see the coin 
collection. A private tour could be arranged. June 
was the suggested month with further information to 


be presented at the next meeting. 


A reminder that the April meeting will be held at the 


Carnegie Museum Annex. 


A meeting at the Carnegie Museum may be arranged for 
a date in 1993. 


At 9:35 Rodger Hershey moved and Dick Gaetano seconded 


that the meeting be adjourned. 


we ee Ss aa 
/ . yaar ete y 
ké& LEE aye KK ‘n pur“e ? ; ja 
/ 
Eileen K. patch V 


Secretary 


Che Western JJennsyluania Numismatic Soc 


3.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: March 3, 1992 
LOCATION: PPG #5 3rd Floor 
TIME: 8:15 P.M. Coin Chatter 7:30 P.M. 


The speaker at the March meeting of WPNS will be Chuck 


Erb on the subject of "Counterstamps on U.S. Coins". 


Enclosed you will find member biography forms composed 

by President Wayne Homren. He is collecting information 
for club records and may possibly use some of the 
information in the history of WPNS that he is writing. 

We ask for your co-operation by filling out and returning 
the forms at the meeting or by mailing them to the P.O. 
Box. You may answer all or selected questions at your 


approval. 


President Wayne has asked John Burns to contact the Smithsonian 
to arrange for a tour of the facility with possibly a 

viewing of some of the rarer coins there. A June week-end is 
being considered. More details should be forthcoming 


at this meeting. 


The PAN Coin Convention has been scheduled for October 23, 
24 and 25, 1992 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center 


here in Pittsburgh. 


Show Schedule 
Mar 14-15 Indiana Coin Club Best Western Inn Exit 5, I 81 
Indiana, PA 
20-22 Scranton Coin Club Holiday Inn East I-380 Exit 1 
Tigue St. Dunmore, PA 
Apr 4-5 Red Rose Coin Club Farm & Home Center Arcadia Road 
(at Rt. 72 & 30) Lancaster, PA 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Meeting Date: 


Member Name 
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Guest Name Exhibits 
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The University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston 


yUSPS 1991 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
73.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: Tuesday February 4, 1992 
PLACE: PPG #5 Third Floor 
TIME: . Meeting 8:15 P.M. Talk 7:30 P.M. 


The February meeting of WPNS will have a change in the 
program. Richard Crosby will speak on "Medallic Tributes 
to Pittsburgh Athletes". This program was scheduled 

for the March meeting but was switched at Chuck Erb's 
request. 


-ing not to expel 


accepted. 


7oted in as the 


ieeting. 


-ng to hear President 
-~»_ un the history of the Society, 


. Pa 2 — — rs eee SL NP 
~as text of his talk is available by writing to the gti [LEASE cs 


club address and requesting it. ae Mk fF ont 7 


Our sympathy to member Rodger Hershey on the passing E. J. SCHENCK JR. 


of his mother recently. gontucteie ce bea 


Photos of the Society as a group are still available 
for $10.00 each. 


Don't miss the South Hills Coin Club's Annual Coin Show 
February 1 & 2 at the Sheraton, South Hills Village. 
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Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
73.6. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: Tuesday February 4, 1992 
PLACE: PPG #5 Third Floor 
TIME: Meeting 8:15 P.M. Talk 7:30 P.M. 


The February meeting of WPNS will have a change in the 
program. Richard Crosby will speak on "Medallic Tributes 
to Pittsburgh Athletes". This program was scheduled 

for the March meeting but was switched at Chuck Erb's 
request. 


The Society voted at the January meeting not to expel 


Richard Buckley. His resignation was accepted. 


Neil R. Conner of Washington, PA was voted in as the 
e newest member of WPNS at the January meeting. 


We welcome Neil to the society. 


If you did not attend the January meeting to hear President 
Wayne's talk on his work on the history of the Society, 


gee capil — ee ENO 
he text of his talk is available by writing Beas fLEHSE S 


ee oe ae 


Our sympathy to member Rodger Hershey on the passing E. J. SCHENCK JR. 


; 106 
of his mother recently. NORTHGLENN, CO, 80234 


Photos of the Society as a group are still available 
for $10.00 each. 


Don't miss the South Hills Coin Club's Annual Coin Show 
February 1 & 2 at the Sheraton, South Hills Village. 
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WPNS MINUTES MARCH, 1992 


The March meeting of WPNS was held Tuesday, March 3 
in the presence of nineteen members and three guests. 
Secretary Eileen Kaminsky read the minutes of the February 


meeting. They were approved as read. Harry Colborn 


gave the treasurer's report. The balance was $3552.44. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ALLEGHENY PROJECT Jerry Porter and Dick Gaetano met without 
Larry Dziubek and Jim Kriss. A sample 
page was circulated on the brewery tokens 
for comments. It was on the same format 
as the encased cents. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE Larry Dziubek received an application 
for membership from Pat Pugliano recommended 
by Chuck Erb. Jim Groninger's application 
will be voted on at a future meeting. 

WPNS HISTORY Wayne Homren announced contributions and 
corrections were supplied by Harry Colborn, 
Pat McBride and Jim Groninger. The daughter of 
deceased member Ray Byrne may have WPNS items. 
A volunteer is needed to copy old WPNS minutes 
possibly on Don Carlucci's copier. Harry 
Colborn volunteered. A copy of the constitution 
and by-laws from 1880 is held at the ANS Library 
in New York City. We don't have one. Wayne 
would like to reprint it with the possibility 
of resale. 

CORRESPONDENCE Members Neil Conner and Ed Schenk, Jr. have 


requested copies of the history. 


WPNS MINUTES MARCH, 1992 


OLD BUSINESS 
Smithsonian Trip John H. Burns found out that the 
guided tour including viewing of 
coins of our choice with six week 
notice can only be done on a weekday. 
A vote for Monday, Friday or mid-week 
showed Monday or Friday to be preferred. 
A committee for the trip was established 
consisting of John H. Burns, Ray Gaydash 
and Harry Colborn with Ray Gaydash being 
named chairman. Don Carlucci may also 
be involved. Anyone wishing to see 
particular coins must give the list to 
John H. Burns. 
NEW BUSINESS 
PAN Show A show of hands confirmed WPNS's willingness 
to be a sponsor of the PAN Show. Charles 
Kirtley will hold a token auction. 
Ted Shiff recommended two new publications - Gold Coins of the 
World and a new edition of Friedberg's National BankNotes. 
Chuck Erb gave his program on "Counterstamps on U.S. Coins". 
Photos from the WPNS Social were placed in the archives and 
some are available for sale. 
Exhibits were discussed and at 10:15 P.M. Rodger Hershey moved 


and Dick Gaetano seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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a ¢ it “he ae + 


Eileen K. Kaminsky 


Secretary 
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Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


P.O. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


Tuesday April 7, 1992 

Carnegie Museum Annex 

5800 Baum Boulevard ( Side entrance ) 
7:30 P.M. Meeting 8:00 P.M. 


The monthly meeting of WPNS will change its location for 
the April meeting. Come to the Carnegie Museum Annex 

to hear Jerry Porter's presentation on "U.S. Colonial 
Coinage" embellished by some of the museum's coins. 
Anyone wishing to join the group before the meeting for 
dinner at Jimmy Tsangs please contact Ted Shiff for 


arrangements. 
The trip to the Smithsonian is tentatively scheduled for 
June 19, 1992 to coincide with the 20th MSNA Convention 


in Baltimore. More details will be upcoming. 


WPNS extends its sympathy to Larry Dziubek whose mother 


passed away since the last meeting. 


DIRECTIONS TO CARNEGIE MUSEUM ANNEX***PLEASE PARK ON STREET 
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AmericanNumismatic 
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Dear ANA Member: 


Each year the ANA chooses one auction firm to be the Official Auctioneer for our 
annual convention. As you might assume, a variety of considerations go into making this 
important decision. The foremost of these are the stature, integrity and reliability of the 
auction firm. 


The ANA’s choice for this year’s convention is Heritage Numismatic Auctions of 
Dallas, Texas. Heritage has a long tradition of conducting successful ANA auctions. 
In fact, no other single numismatic auction company has conducted as many 


ANA auctions as Heritage. By special arrangement for ANA members, Heritage will 
offer a discount of 20% off their seller’s commission to members who consign prior to 
May 15, 1992. 

This year’s convention, the Americ ANA Coin Show: A World’s Fair of Money will be 
held in Orlando, Florida, August 12-16, 1992. Judging from the response so far, we 
expect this event to be one of our best ever. If you have coins you want to sell, we 
encourage you to consider consigning them to Heritage’s 1992 ANA Sale. Part of the 
proceeds from your consignments will go to the ANA, enabling us to continue 
educational assistance to collectors around the country. I have enclosed a letter from 
Bob Merrill, Director of Heritage Numismatic Auctions, outlining some important 
information about the auction. 


I sincerely believe you will find working with the Heritage staff as pleasant and 
rewarding as we at the ANA have. 


I hope to see you in Orlando. 


Sincerely, 
Robert J. Leuver 
Executive Director 


World’s largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens . Chartered by Congress 


HERITAGE 
NUMISMATIC 
AUCTIONS 


Dear ANA Member, 


Every summer, there is one coin show held that is universally recognized as the biggest, most important 
numismatic event of the year. It’s the American Numismatic Association’s Anniversary Convention and 


this year’s show of shows will be held from August 11th to the 15th in Orlando, Florida. 


Heritage Numismatic Auctions is proud to have been selected as the Official Auctioneer of the ANA 
convention, and we're certain it will be one of the strongest auctions in recent history. Over the past 
dozen years, Heritage has been selected to conduct the ANA auction more often than all other auction 
companies combined. Why? Because we have demonstrated consistent success in selling coins for ANA 
members such as yourself. 


The primary reason for our success is the effort we put into promoting your coins. Full-page ads in 
leading numismatic journals promote the sale to thousands of potential bidders. Direct:mail to own 
mailing list (the largest and most active in the country) reaches thousands more: And our award-winning 
color catalogs make it easy for remote bidders to participate with confidence by mail, telephone or FAX. 
And the results? The more bids your coins receive, the higher prices they will bring. 


There are other reasons for you to choose the 1992 ANA Sale to sell your coins: 


m The market is on its way up. After two years of declines, prices are heading up. By August, many 
analysts believe that we'll be in a genuinely good environment, conducive to top prices and high 
bidding activity. Don’t miss your chance this time around! 


Competitive commission rates. We offer the best commission value in the auction market. You can 
also get an instant cash advance for up to 60% of the market value of your consignment. And 
shipping and insurance are FREE! If your consignment is valued at greater than $30,000, we can even 
make arrangements to come and pick it up personally. 


The ANA Auction is truly “The One and Only.” While it isn’t the only auction of the year, it’s the 
best attended, most exciting eventon the numismatic calendar. I urge you to take advantage of this 
opportunity to become a part of this important sale. Call either Leo Frese, or myself at 1-800-US 


COINS and we'll discuss how you can participate in what will be a truly memorable sale: The 1992 
Orlando ANA Auction. 


Sincerely, 


Bob Merrill 


Director 


P.S. Asa special offer to ANA members, if you consign before May 15, 1992, we will give you a 


discount of 20% off our already low seller’s commission rate. 


Heritagé Numismatic Auctions, Inc 
Heritage Plaza ¢ Highlatid Park Village: Dallas,-Texas. 75205-2788 
In'Texas: 214-528-3500 - e: WATS:‘1-800-US COINS (872-6467)< ¢ -PAX?21 4-520-6968 


HERITAGE / 
NUMISMATIC «¢ 
AUCTIONS 


Heritage Plaza.e Highland Park Village 


Dalfas; Texas 75205 2788 
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i } i } 
Laittilslisstilratilestatheri 


HERITAGE 
NUMISMATIC ( 
AUCTIONS “ 


(872-6467) 


Yes! I want to take advantage of the outstanding selling 
opportunity of the 1992 Orlando ANA Auction. I'll receive a 20% % 


discountion the seller’s commission if I consign before May 15, 1992. 
Please send me more information. 


Please have one of your representatives call me. 


a Name 
e Address 


City State 


é Business/Daytime Phone ( 


Home/Evening Phone ( ) 


Optional) Approximate value of my consignment: 


Heritage Plaza « 100, Highland Park Village 
AE Dallas, Texas 75205-2788 
AUCTIONS ie. \ 3 WATS: 1-800-US COINS (872-6467) 
x In Texas: 214-528-3500 
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NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY IF 
MAILED IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 3480 DALLAS, TEXAS 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


HERITAGE NUMISMATIC AUCTIONS, INC. 
HERITAGE PLAZA 

HIGHLAND PARK VILLAGE 

DALLAS TX 75205-9954 


ROGER P. BRYAN 101% ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION 
General Chairman August 12-16, 1992 
P.O. Drawer D Orange County Convention Center 


_ pulled Florida 32602 ; Orlando, Florida 
1H: 904-377-7439 AmericanNumismatic 


April 14, 1992 


Dear Club Members: 


American Numismatic Association founder Dr. George Heath once said, 
"On the whole, our voyage has been with favorable winds...and with 
Numisma at the helm." As General Chairman of this year's ANA 
Anniversary Convention, I invite you to sign on for the voyage in this 
first year of ANA's new century and pledge your patronage of the 
"AmericANA Coin Show: A World's Fair of Money." 


Hosted by The Florida United Numismatists (FUN), the ANA's 10l1st 
Anniversary Convention will be held in Orlando, Florida, August 12-16, 
1932. 


By becoming a convention Benefactor with a donation of $25 or more, or 
a. Patron with a donation of $10 to $24.99, you will help defray 
convention costs and show your support of ANA. An easy-to-use, 
pocket-size, official program is being prepared to serve as a complete 
guide to all of the adventures to be discovered at this show. We will 
recognize your generosity and your commitment to the hobby by 
including your name in a special section of the program. 


Please mail your check payable to "American Numismatic Association" 
along with the top (white) copy of the enclosed form to: 


Roger Bryan - General Chairman 
ANA 101ist Anniversary Convention 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


I hope your club will join us on this voyage and bring your families 
to Florida for this new century of discovery and adventure. If your 
club is interested in holding a member or board meeting in conjunction 
with the ANA's 101st Anniversary Convention, please contact the ANA 
Convention Department at 719-632-2646. 


Sincerely. 


EWN Sy 


ger Bryan 
General Chairman 
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uy and Sell Rare Coins 
in Orlando 
August 12-16, 1992 


2 golden opportunity to buy and sell rare or collector coins might also shimmer in 
silver and copper, too. 


The prime time to see just how bright your coins shine or to find new colors for your collec- 
tion will be at the ANA WORLD'S FAIR OF MONEY at the Orange County 
Convention/Civic Center in Orlando, August 12-16, 1992. (Show hours: Noon - 7 p.m., 
August 12; 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., egress & 14; 10 a.m. - ese oe and 10 a.m. -3 p.m., 
August 16.) _ ai 
The best rare coin dealers of Florida and the world will be buying and selling at this 
sterling event, along with a multi-million-dollar auction by Heritage Numismatic Auctions 
Inc. of Dallas, Texas; an exclusive, one-day auction of ancient rarities by Numismatic Fine 
Arts International, Inc., of Los Angeles, California; an international array of mints and 
set oo and spectacular exhibits nes across the globe. 


_ FREE adeniesion, FREE coin appraisals and FREE educational coiatic awart everyone 


at the show. 


ues this ed for a FREE gift! 


_ PRESENTED BY: 
eS 


AmericanNumismatic 
RSS SOCIO: AT ON 


THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION (ANA) - the 
world's largest, nonprofit, educa- 
tional organization chartered by 
Congress for collectors of coins, 
paper money, tokens and medals. 


es SEE YOUR 
= LOCAL DEALER FOR DETAILS, 
on OR CONTACT: 


«- AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
Telephone (719) 632-2646 
FAX (719) 634-4085 


¥ 


AmericanNumismatic 
A Ss $ ° Cc 1 A T ! (eo) N 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Western Penn i 

Sylvan S 
PO Box 23404 , ee eee 
Pittsburgh PA 152229998 
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numismatic ACWS 
FEATURING COIN MARKET 


700 E State St., lola, WI 54990-0001 « (715) 445-2214 


Dear Bourse Chairman, 


Chances are you have been taking advantage of our free show directory listings 
in Numismatic News and in our sister publications, World Coin News, Bank Note 
Reporter and Coins magazine as well. It’s a service we are pleased to provide. 
By doing so, we hope to help ensure the success of your show and provide our 
readers with the best possible information regarding upcoming events. Thanks 
to you we have the most complete show listings in the hobby. 


If you are planning coin shows or other related events through the remaining 
months of 1992 or in 1993, I would like to ask you to submit information now on 
the enclosed form. 


Where major metropolitan, state, regional and national conventions are 
concerned, we also encourage you to provide information years in advance. 


In our June 23 issue of Numismatic News, we will again publish our pullout coin 
show and auction guide. This new booklet has quickly become the industry 
leader. You’1l surely want to have your show listed, so be sure you get back 
to us by May 28 for your free listing. 


Don’t forget our "Hotline" service, which is available to help you determine if 
your show will conflict with a previously scheduled event. Just call Sherry 
Dopp at (715) 445-2214 to get information about scheduled shows in your area. 


If you are planning a show, please take a few moments now to fill out the 
enclosed show listing form and send it back to us. If you need to report 
changes in the future or cancellations, please notify Sherry so that we can 
keep the listings up-to-date. 


We are frequently asked about supplying free samples and other materials on 
Krause Publications’ numismatic products for distribution at shows. Once we 
receive your listing, we will send you information on how to obtain materials 
for your show. 


Thank you for your cooperation. Together, I’m hoping we can help make your 
show stronger, and thus benefit the hobby. 


Sincerel 
YD Bap 


Albert ''Bo" 
Publisher 


P.S. To assure the success of your show, be sure to advertise in our 
June Numismatic News show guide. Advertising allows you to go 
into more detail than you can with just a free listing. And it 
can help attract more dealers and collectors, bringing you 
financial success. Ad deadline is June 2, so call Sharon Hines 
today at (715) 445-2214. 


& e 
krause D>. blications 
Serving collectors with the hobby’s leading publications 
NUMISMATIC NEWS e COINS MAGAZINE « COIN PRICES *« WORLD COIN NEWS « BANKNOTE REPORTER ¢ STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD COINS e STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD PAPER MONEY 


If you are a show promoter, an auction company, 
a sponsoring club, or a collector that attends shows 
don't miss the pull-out show and auction guide in 
the June 23 issue of Numismatic News. 

Since Numismatic News’ show guide was first 
launched at the end of 1991, it has quickly become 
the industry leader. Dealers and collectors alike now 
avidly watch for this 8-1/2" x 11" pull-out booklet 
and hold on to it for months as they plan their travel 
schedules. Our new June 23 Issue will contain a full 
year's coin show and auction listings through the 
summer of 1993. 

A full page In this very special pull-out will be 
a 30 Inch ad. For your convenience we have 
included a rate card of all sizes from two inches to 
30 inches. 

We will also be printing 5,000 extra of these, and 
will be distributing them at shows through the fall of 
1992. If you are a show promoter, a club show 
bourse chairman or an auction advertiser, don't miss 
this opportunity. The long shelf life of this pull-out 
will be valuable to any numismatic advertiser. 

You get all this at just our regular rates! 


Deadline: June 2, 1992 
Issue Date: June 23, 1992 


3 13 
Issues Issues 
$38.50 $36.48 
57.36 54.34 
75.91 71.91 
94.81 89.82 
113.45 107.48 
132.32 125.35 
151.04 143.09 
169.58 160.66 
188.10 178.20 
206.63 195.75 
224.91 213.08 
261.92 248.13 
280.40 265.64 
298.77 283.04 
334.21 316.62 
367.76 348.41 
384.44 364.20 
536.64 508.39 


News 
to the June 93,1992 issue of Numismatic 


ae 


-1993 oo 
ee" tion Guide 


Coin Show & Auc 


Questions? 
Call Sharon Hines, Jim Lynes, Randy Thern or Joel Edler today! 


Phone 715/445-2214 FAX 715/445-4087 


i a 
numismatic ACWS 
FEATURING COIN MARKET 


700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990-0001 


: Please run the enclosed ad in the show guide pull-out. Enclosed is 
my payment of $ for inches. 


( _} Call me to discuss my ad needs for the special show guide pull-out. 


Name 


Address 
OU are eee ee ee 
Phone 


i 

: 
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Numismatic News Show Directory 


lf your show listing is received in time, it will be published in our pullout show guide. In 
addition, every week Numismatic News’ Show Directory provides free listings of re- 
ported coin shows. All events scheduled within five weeks of the date of this issue are 
listed. Also, major events, club and non-profit shows are published three months in 
advance. To aid collectors and dealers in long-range planning, other events up to a year 
in advance appear once at the time of initial submission. Information required for all 
listings: Name of show, sponsoring organization, dates, city and state, building name 
and address where the event will be held, price of admission and the name, contact 
address and telephone number of the bourse chairman or other responsible individual. 


SHOW DIRECTORY FORM 


Show Site (city): 
Date: 

Name of show: 
Sponsor: 


Location (hotel, etc.): 


Street Address: 


Admission Charge No: Yes: Amount: 


No. oftables: =  §=~—~—~——s*‘Tabile Fee: 


If show is multi-hobby (includes stamps, baseball card or other collectible tables), 
indicate number of tables offering primarily numismatic items: 


Bourse Chairman: 
Chairman’s Tele. No. 


Address: 


Mail To: Numismatic News Show Directory 
700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990-0001 


numismatic HOW S 


FEATURING COIN MARKET 
700 EAST STATE STREET «IOLA, WI 54990 


khhkkhk kk kh khkkkkkee ALL FOR ADC 
2877481 : 
WESTERN PA NUMIS SOC 001 


PO BOX 23404 
PITTSSURGH PA 15222-6404 
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¢& NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 


UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 12 IOLA, WI 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


NUMISMATIC NEWS 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
700 E STATE ST 

IOLA WI 54945-9989 


COLONIAL COINAGE 
presented to the 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
April 7, 1992 
by Gerald S. Porter 
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Rare 1694 Carolina Elephant Token 


COLONTAL COINAGE 


The early settlers in America were hard-pressed for coinage and had to rely 
on the coins brought with them from their land of origin or acquired through trade. 
The coinage of money at the time was a royal prerogative and forbidden to the col- 
onists. To make matters worse the British imposed taxes and inflated prices on 
goods shipped to the colonies while at the same time refusing to pay with specie 
for colonial goods. It is little wonder under these conditions that 'private' 


issues began to emerge. 


ot Fa re ne libres eect tara Mth Se Leen ee 
New England Coinage, (1652) 


In the Massachuchetts Bay Colony the few coins available were British royal] 
farthing tokens, badly worn, corroded and no longer in use in Britain. After the 
ekecur edn of Charles I,(1648) there was no king on the throne of England and with re- 
laxation of restrictions the first true colonial American coinage appeared. 
This was the New England Shilling, Six Pence and Three Pence of 1652. These were 


crude, lightweight silver pieces with NE on on side and Iii, Vie Gr. X11 on the 


ge other. These are very rare with only two-three pence and seven-six pence known. 


Our example is the 1652 Shilli trated below. 
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Tree Coinage (1653-82) 

Subsequently, design changes were implemented due to the ease of clipping 
and counterfeiting of the NE pieces. The first of these was the Willow Tree 
Coinage (1653-60), not represented here. Next was the Oak Tree Coinage (1660-67) 
and the Pine Tree Coinage (1667-82). Most all of these coinages bore the date 
1652 to give the appearance of having been struck during the English Civil War 
when Cromwell] was in power. There are many varieties ranging from scarce to rare. 


Our examples are the Oak Tree Shilling and the Pi 
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1652 Pine Tree Shilling, Noe-2, Large Planchet 


Lord Baltimore Coinage (1658-59) 

In Maryland, in 1658, Lord Calvert, the second Lord Baltimore, had coins 
struck in London (uncertain mint), for use in the Maryland Colony. Denominations 
were Shilling, Six and Four Pence in silver and One Pence in copper. Lord Calvert 
had some difficulty getting this coinage out of England, but did so with the in- 
tervention of Charles II. The coins were put into circulation and vanished over 


time. Numerous die varieties and patterns exist in this series.(Breen). 
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COINAGES AUTHORIZED BY ROYAL PATENT 


American Plantations Token (1688) 

These tokens struck in nearly pure tin were the first authorized coinage for 
the British Colonies in America. They were made under a franchise granted in 1688 
to John Holt. Restrikes were made about 1828 using original dies. Denomination 


is 1/24 Part Real. High grade examples are extremely rare due to tinpest or 


Rosa Americana Penny (1723) 


William Wood, an Englishman, obtained a patent from George I to make tokens 
for Ireland and the American Colonies. His design for the colonies depicted a 
large rose centered on the reverse with the wording Rosa Americana Utile Dulci 
(American Rose-Useful and Pleasant). Denominations were Half, One and Two Pennies 
Early examples are undated, later pieces show dates 1722, 23, 24 and 33. 


These coins were not readily accepted in the colonies as they were of odd weights 


and sizes. rece to exceedingly rare. 


Virginia Coinage (1733) 


In 17$3 a copper half pence was authorized by the crown for Virginia. It is 


the sole copper coinage issued under royal authority for the only colony having 
the legal right to such coinage; the only issue whose circulation was actually 
interrupted by the revolution; and the only one of which the average collector 
can still obtain an uncirculated specimen.(Breen). There are two varieties; 

dot and no dot after GEORGIVS. There is also a larger proof pattern, referred to 


as a penny and a silver piece dated 1774 called a shilling (possibly a pattern). 


OTHER EARLY AMERICAN TOKENS 


rr en enna 


The Elephant Tokens (1664?,1694) 
The London elephant tokens were probably made in England about 1666 and: were 


used in the American colonies and possibly in Africa. The legend, LONDON GOD PRE- 
SERVE refers to the great plague in London during the reign of Charles II. 

Breen lists 14 types for this piece. See illustration below. 

The Carolina (see frontpiece) and New England tokens are dated 1694 and again were 
probably struck in England for use as tokens or perhaps advertising to promote in- 
terest in the colonies. There are two varieties of the Carolina token; the first 
with the word 'proprieters' and the second with the corrected proprietors (o over e). 


The London tokens are scarce, Carolina rare and New England exceedingly rare 


ligley or Granby Coppers (1737) 


ee oe ee 


These pieces were made during 1/3/7-39 by Dr. Samue] Higley of Granby, Conn. 
and later by his brother John. Dr. Higley owned a copper mine wherein he smelted 
his own ore and made the dies for his coinage. They were pure copper. The early 
dies bore the legend THE VALUE OF THREE PENCE and due to excess quantity of coins 
available and difficulty of acceptance, later changed to read VALUE ME AS YOU PLEASE. 
Survivors are of extreme rarity. There were eight obverse and five reverse dies 


according to Breen. 


Edwards Copy 


Machin Mills Coinage 
Struck by Thomas Machin in Newburgh, N.Y., they are lightweight imitations of 
British Half Pence with George III obverse and Brittania reverse. They are dis- 


tinguished by crude die work and a single outline in Brittania's shield. Dates 


used were 1/747, 1771, 17/2, 1/7/74-7/76, 17/8, 1787-88. Most of them are scarce. 


British Half Pence 


COINAGE OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 


Continental Currency (17/6) 

Based on sketches by Benjamin Franklin, the Continental Congress ordered 
pieces struck as patterns for a potential Federal coinage. These were the only 
American coins to bear the date of the Declaration of Independence. Struck in 


silver, pewter and brass. 


POST-CONFEDERATI 


Maryland Coinage 

Captain John Chalmers, a goldsmith from Annapolis, Md. struck a series of 
Silver tokens in 1783. These were three pence, six pence and shilling and they 
were the first silve E irculation since the New England pieces over 100 
years earlier. They were ‘honest’ weights and as such availed no profit; thus 
were probably used to advertise the family business, (Breen). 


Pieces displayed here are the three pence and one shilling. 


Standish Barry Threepence (1790) 
Colonel Standish Barry, a Baltimore silversmith struck this piece 
possibly to advertise his new store in Baltimore. The obverse bust is 


+ 


Nashington and the 
All known specimens show a degree of die failure; planchets are crude and mostly 


too narrow to accomodate the full design,(Breen). Most survivors are 


Vermont Copp 
7 


Reuben Harmon Jr. of Rupert, Vt. was given permission to coin copper pieces by 


the Vermont legislature for a period of two years beginning July 1, 1785 and later 
extended for eight years. The first issues carried a landscape design with plow 
on obverse; later examples carry the George III bust design. M se are 


struck on poor and defective planchets and some of the later issues we nade by 


Machin's Mills coiners Near Newburgh, N.Y. 


Nova Eborac Copper, (1787) 
John Bailey struck large quantities of coppers in New York city and Elizabeth- 


town, N.J. in defiance of the New York Jegislature who was against private coinages. 
These pieces depicted a male bust on obverse with | York), 


d Brittania on the reverse. Four types are listed and a] 


if 


Nova Constellatio Copper, (1789) 


This patriotic design hails the Federal Republic as a 'New Constellation’. 


It was struck supposedly by Gouverneur Morris, Asst. Supt. of Finance for the Con- 
ingham mint in England from dies 


- 


federation, in fairly large quantities by the Birming! 
made by George Wyon III and imported for American circulation. Breen lists 1] types 
dated from 1783-86. mT or-Red Book) . 


hington Success Token,(No Date) 


This piece was probably made to celebrate Washington's second inaugural, 


(Mar. 1793) and made during the period 1/92-95,(15 stars for 


at) 
i 


is unknown but it was probably made in the United States. Ti 


with the larger generally much worn and the smaller in choice conditi 


Breen lists 12 varieties. 


Our example is the smaller type. 


Token, (1789) 


the first tradesman's tokens issued in America manufactured 
sued byWilliam and John Mott of New 
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WPNS MINUTES APRIL 7, 1992 


The April meeting of WPNS was held at the Carnegie Museum 
Annex at 5800 Baum Boulevard. Dr. Richardson of the 
facility greeted seventeen members and four guests. 

No minutes were read or treasurer's report given to save 
time. The treasurer's balance as stated on his written 
report was $3085.69. 


The Allegheny Project was given by Jerry Porter. The 
master copy and one copy including some reproductions were 
circulated for the group's perusal. About two hundred 
brewery tokens are listed. 

Membership Chairman Larry Dziubek announced that prospective 
members Pat Pugliano and Jim Groninger will be voted on 

at the May meeting. Traditionally applicants do not 

attend the meeting at which they are voted on. Ray Gaydash 
expressed his opinion that the traditional non-attendance 
is overkill. 

President Wayne Homren reported that Dr. Robert Hudson, a 
former member of WPNS now living in Waco, TX, was most 
co-operative on giving Wayne information on WPNS for 

the history when Wayne phoned him recently. 

Three personal biographies have been returned to President 
Wayne thus far. Please take the time to fill yours out for 


historical purposes. 


The planning of the Smithsonian trip continues. The dates 


are June 19th to 21st so that the Baltimore Show may be 


included in the trip. The plan is to leave Thursday night 


June 18th and stay in a Maryland suburb as arranged by Ray 
Gaydash. It is possible that a private tour of the 


WPNS MINUTES APRIL 7, 1992 


White House could be arranged through a friend of Ray 
Gaydash. 


The reprinting of the 1880 By-Laws as proposed by President 
Wayne was voted in. The prices for printing are $171.00 

for 100 copies or $200.00 for 150 copies. If we sold only 

35 copies our costs would be covered. Wayne Homren moved 

that 150 copies at $209.00 be printed and Dick Gaetano seconded. 
A nominating committee was selected by President Wayne. The 
chairman is Richard Crosby and members include Rodger Hershey 


and John Burns. 


The program on Colonial Coinage by Jerry Porter began at 8:25P.M. 
Magnificent examples of this coinage was provided by the Annex 
much to the delight of all present. Guest Dr. James Holcomb 


contributed many valuable bits of information on his specialty. 


Exhibits were discussed. Attending members of the EAC Convention 


reported on the event. 


Thanks were goven to host, Dr. Richardson for the use of the 


Annex once again this year. 


At 9:45 P.M. John Burns moved and Rodger Hershey seconded that 


the meeting be adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Albee. Komen, 


Eileen K. Kaminsky 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsyluania Numismatic Paciety 


3.60. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-999 


DATE: Tuesday May 5, 1992 
PLACE: PPG #5 3rd Floor 
TIME: 8:15 P.M. Coin Conversation 7:30 P.M. 


The May meeting of WPNS will host member Ted Shiff for his 


program on "The Use of Geneology on Coins". 


June is the annual business meeting with election of officers. 
The nominating committee consisting of Chairman Richard 
Crosby and members Rodger Hershey and John Burns are seeking 
members who are interested and willing to hold an office 

in our organization. Please contact any of the committee 


members if you are interested. 


President Wayne Homren reminds members that PPG #5 is a 
security building and security regulations must be followed. 
Please only enter the building when a club member is present 
in the lobby. Go to the third floor and that floor only. 

We are grateful to the hospitality of PPG for the use of 


their fine facility. 


Prospective members Pat Pugliano and Jim Groninger will be 
voted on at this meeting. Please come to participate in 
the selection process. These applicants have been recommended 


by members Chuck Erb and Rodger Hershey. 
The Smithsonian Trip is still being planned with further 
details to come at this meeting. The week-end being 


considered is June 19-21, 1992. 


West Penn Coin Club will hold its Second Annual Spring Coin 
Show at Century Plaza Inn in West Mifflin May 16th and 17th. 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


€ APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


(Please Print) 
OQ SS Udree 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society’s 
rules and by-laws. 


James G. Groninger 
tO Pee ee greece ae sere en eg ee 


Address 61 Hathaway Court 


Pittsburgh, PA 15235 _ phone 


Business__Attorney at Law sss Possition__ Attorney 


So cece Andress 1400 Allegheny Bldg. Pittsburgh, PA 15219 


Age_____ 52 _. I have been interested in numismatics for_4° years, and my 


present field of interest is_U.S. and world coins 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


a . American Numismatic Assn. 
izations (Name in full) 


€ Pittsburgh Numismatic Society (Treasurer) 


West Penn Coin Club 


a“ oO e . . Te . 
The sum of $_/_____ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 12 -19__. 


nte 2 9 /, 


\PAiooit 


y, 
FOR USE OF THE 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (Signature of Applicant) 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


a | \ 
a% ep a ern 


y, 


(Signature of Sponsor) 


175 Crescent Hills Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235 
4 February 1992 


MEMORANDUM To? Membership Committee Chairman, 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


It 1s my pleasure to nominate JAMES GRONINGER, he for 
membership in WeP.N.S. 


Jim's profession is that of an attorney, but he has in- 
dulged in coin colleting for a period that exceeds forty (40) 
years. His interests include U. S. Coins, Foreign Coins, 
and also Tokens and Medals. He also enjoys the history of 
numismatics and the attribution of material. 


Jim would be a definite asset to W.P.N.S. and I hereby 
recommend him without reservation. 


Respectfully submitteds 
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RODGER E. HERSHEY, 
Member 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Informational Questionaire for 
Consideration of New Members 


1. According to your application for membership you listed your area 
of expertise as U.S. and world coins 


Why do you like to collect this area of Numismatics? 


I sincerely believe the old saying that "Coins are the footprints of history". 
Collecting U.S. and world coins presents to me a tangible link with history, 
with the cultures of the world and with the trade and commerce practices of 


times past. 


e an example of the type or title of a ram that you would 
a 


present at a W.P.N.S. meeting. 


The coinage of Groningen, Netherlands, in the time of the United Provinces 
( a review of the golden age of Holland through the coinage of the province 
and city of Groningen) 
3. Do you plan to take an active part in attending of meetings, and 
work on any project or committee? Which? 


I intend to attend every meeting where possible, as the most important aspect of 
membership is the educational value of programs presented and the less formal 

give and take discussion of numismatics among Society members. To the extent 

that I have time and “talents, I will participate in Socice:: projects or committees. 


4. Why are you motivated to join W.P.N.S.? What do you hope to get 
from, or give to your association? 


The quality and variety of educational programs have drawn me to W.P.N.S. I 

hope to broaden my perspectives in the field of numismatics and to gain assistance 
and encouragement in my own studies through programs and interplay with Society 
members. I hope to contribute by sharing with others my collecting experiences 
and study results. 


cra 
eS heieteed 


I feel strongly about the educational value of numismatics, and feel that a 
concentrated effort must be made to stimulate interest among younger collectors. 

In particular, the young adults and college age students must be brought into 

the hobby with both the knowledge and zeal that will lead them to a fulfilling 
lifelong avocation. WPNS holds the lantern and can focus its light on these people. 


6. Prior to your final consideration as a candidate for membership 


in the W.P.N.S., is there anything that you wish to add that 
might enhance the prospect of your acceptance to the Society? 


Charles N. Erb 
130 W. Sandle Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
Sane et Rr Se ES et eC Re EEE ee ee eT ee ee 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society’s 
rules and by-laws. 


eae hal ACT GalienGe 2 2 


Address (03 i? id 


35> Baden fA [80052 pio BET sl 
a ; 
Business e Schools Posidon: 2 eecher 


Business Address 


Ace te I have been interested in numismatics for. AO years, and my 


present field of interest is Bust tel | — 
hae C en Pek 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full) Joh Reich S$ cieh 
CAMs 


The sum of $ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19__. 


Date, =| “#030 JA. 


FOR USE OF THE 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE y 


As a member in good standing of the W. P.N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


"(Signature of Sponsor) 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Informational Questionaire for 
Consideration of New Members 


. According to your application for membership you listed your area 


of expertise as OPW E ol F De llors i +h Ceytur re; To Ken ay 


Why do you like to collect this area of Numismatics? 


History aud Bea ty, 


b/ 
<5 ere Fascinating , aoe valves are avast 1@, 


Ti e verile ti 


. Give an example of the type or title of a program that you would 
present at a W.P.N.S. meeting. 


The Econemrle Horde oF HelF Dellars. 
Using a Clo mpc Ter to Finhence the Hebby. 


Do you plan to take an active part in attending of meetings, and 
work on any project or committee? Which? 
LD wecld Ipke fo become mere active @s LP become 
more Kacgw ledg ea ble, 


Bringing PAW and AIA bocK fo Pr Pisberg h interes hs ms 


. Why are you motivated to join W.P.N.S.? What do you hope to get 
from, or give to your association? 


<m, 


~~ 
aS enrpoy the comp ony and the Knowledge. 4 can 
See uhere my ever-all endersranding oF fem sma kes 
an & my a pecepalfon ot Davsperes specielKies , canuel 
he Ip pes bs it-, 


. What constructive comments could you make concerning the 
improving of the organization? 


Less PalKrag y-hyrvle. preseatalvens Gre be'ny Sc aaah 


Prior to your final consideration as a candidate for membership 
in the W.P.N.S., is there anything that you wish to add that 
might enhance the prospect of your acceptance to the Society? 


| 


101st Anniversary Convention 
Orlando, Florida « August 12-16, 1992 


CONVENTION PATRON FORM 


Address (only city and state will be printed in the program) 
Categories of patron support: 


Gt Benefactor ($25 or more) CL) Patron ($10 to $24.99) 


Amount of your donation: $ 


Method of payment: 
Check: cs WI ee ____—s- MasterCard 


Credit ‘Card -Acct. No, 2:5. as a Ee. Date 


eo of Cardholder (required) Date 


Please mail your check, made payable to “101st Anniversray Convention,” along with the 
white copy of this form to: 


Roger Bryan, General Chairman 
101st Anniversary Convention 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Your donation is tax deductible. Retain the yellow copy of this form for your records. 
We thank you for your support! 


Phone: 719-632-2646 Fax: 719-634-4085 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


Date. ROCOI VGC ae a ee Amount $ 


C0015 2/92 2,000 


1992 ANA 101st Anniversary Convention 
| Orange County Convention & Civic Center, Orlando, Florida, 
i August 12-16, 1992 


DEADLINE: JULY 10, 1992 


INSTRUCTIONS: ©® Print or type requested data using abbreviations as necessary. 
¢ Complete each part below in detail for correct processing. 


CONFIRMATION WILL BE SENT TO THIS PERSON FROM THE HOTEL: 
Be NAME 

|) COMPANY 
f 


| ADDRESS 
BCUTY ee ee 
ee PHONE NO, ( Pi eA ) 


ROOM OCCUPANTS 


INSTRUCTIONS ¢ Print or type names of all persons occupying each room. 
¢ Bracket individuals sharing rooms. Make photo copy for additional rooms. 


Place the following HOTEL RESERVATIONS for me: 
1st Choice: 2nd Choice: 3rd _ Choice: 


. Occupant Type Room Rate Arrival Departure 
(PRINT LAST NAME FIRST) 


. redit Card Authorization: 

| The ANA Housing Bureau and assigned hotels are authorized to use this card information to 
__ assess one night’s room charge for deposit on my hotel room. This deposit is non-refundable 
__unless reservations are cancelled 72 hours prior to arrial date shown above. 


L] American Express [] MasterCard (J VISA _ Exp. Date: 
ward ING, 30 oo a . Cardholder’ s:Sisnature 


ROOM RATES AT CONVENTION HOTELS 


Double or 
Hotel Singles Double/Double Suite Rates 
Peabody Orlando* $04 $94 $325, $375, $425 
9801 International Drive _ $525 & up 
79 


Clarion Plaza Hotel $79 : $ 
_ | 9700 International Drive 


: 9000 International Drive 
. *Headquarters Hotel 


INSTRUCTIONS: 
¢ If you have not received an acknowledgement within three weeks from the mailing date of 
this form, please contact the Housing Bureau at the address to the right. 


© 10% sales and occupancy tax will be added to above rates. Note: Peabody Hotel is 11%. 


¢ A deposit equal to the first night’s stay is required within 14 days of receipt of the housing 

_ bureau confirmation at all Orlando hotels. Or you may use a credit card as indicated above. 
Do not send a check with this form. Wait until you have been assigned a hotel from the 
Housing Bureau. Deposit check should then be made payable and mailed directly to the 
assigned hotel. Your deposit will be returned only if hotel is notified at least 72 hours in 
advance of your arrival date if you have to cancel. 


_ ¢ All changes and cancellations should be made in writing directly with the Housing Bureau. 


INTERNATIONAL DRIVE 


American Way 


rier Drive 


Car 


Kirkman Road 


o 
> 
<= 
) 
3 
so 
= 
3 
oO 


528 Sand Lake Road 


@ Visitor Information 
Center/Mercado 
Jamaican Court 
International Drive 


Turkey Lake Road 


Republic Drive 


' Hawai f 
Grains County 04 jawalian Court 


Convention/Civic Center 


To Airport — 
Hwy. 528 


Map not to scale. © 1990 Orlando/Orange County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Inc. 


1. Peabody Orlando 
2. Clarion Plaza Hotel 
3. Quality Inn Plaza 
4. Convention Center 


Single—1 person, 1 bed 
Double—2 persons, 1 bed 


Double/Double—D/D—2 persons, 
2 beds 


All reservations must be made 
through the housing bureau. 


By telephone: (800) 258-7666 
By fax: (407) 363-5817 


By mail: ANA Housing Bureau 
7208 Sand Lake, #300 
Orlando, FL 32819 


Requests will be processed in 
the order received. The best 
alternative assignment will be 
made if your first choice is not 
available. 


WPNS MINUTES MAY, 1992 


The May meeting of WPNS for 1992 was called to order 
by President Wayne Homren at 8:10 P.M. Tuesday the 


5th in the presence of 21 members and 3 guests. 


President Wayne reminded members of the security policies of 
PPG. If a member of WPNS is not yet present in the lobby 
upon your arrival, please do not go upstairs until the 
meeting room is officially opened. Then go only to the 


meeting floor. 


Member Ray Rennick had a robbery of his home. His coin and 
paper money collection was stolen as well as his car. His 
paper money consisted of Pittsburgh Notes with emphasis on 

the Tarentum area. 

For reasons of the security of our club members our mailing 
list is never given out. Only club officers who need the list 


to perform the functions of their offices have copies. 


Secretary Eileen K. Kaminsky read the minutes of the April 


meeting. The minutes were approved as read. 


The treasurer's report was given by Harry Colborn. The balance 
in the treasury is $3500.89 with $450 of it being the Life 
Membership Fund. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 

Jerry Porter reported that he needs more illustrations for 
the brewery token segment. Rubbings with line drawings over 
work the best. Color copying was suggested for the brewery 


segment keeping the 8 1/2 by 11 inch size to conform with 


the previoulsy issued Encased Cent segment. 


) WPNS MINUTES MAY, 1992 


MEMBERSHIP 

Chairman Larry Dziubek read the applications of prospective 

members James G. Groninger proposed by Rodger Hershey and 

Pat A. Pugliano proposed by Chuck Erb. Both prospectives 

chose to attend the meeting but were required to leave the 

meeting during discussion and voting. Both gentlemen were 

elected as members of WPNS. Votes were counted by Harry Colborn 

and John Burns. 

HISTORY AND BY LAWS 

President Wayne hopes to have the 1880 by-laws reprinted by June 

but has been too busy to work on the WPNS history since the 

last meeting. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Chairman Richard Crosby and Members John Burns and Rodger Hershey 

proposed the following members for offices in the 1392-93 year: 
‘ President Gerald Porter 


Vice-President Edward Krivoniak 


Secretary Donald Carlucci 

Treasurer Harry Colborn 

Curator Wayne Homren 
CORRESPONDENCE 


A request from the ANA for a donation to the 1992 Convention 
in Orlando, FL was discusses. Wayne Homren moved and Rodger 
Hershey seconded that a donation of $25.00, that of Benefactor, 
be sent. A check was given by Harry Colborn to Secretary 
Eileen Kaminsky to be sent. 

At 9:00 P.M. member Ted Shiff gave his program on "The Use of 
Geneology on Coins". 


Member Armor Murdoch suggested that WPNS try to get resigned 


member, Larry Bassett back in the organization. In discussion 


’ WPNS MINUTES MAY, 1992 


it was suggested that a member who has resigned may 
rejoin the group with no initiation fees if he rejoins 


within one year. 
Group photos are still available for purchase. 


At 10:25 P.M. Rodger Hershey moved and John H. Burns 


seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, J) 

mit, er AS 6A bie a 
< 2 et ley 7K 4 Oe beers, 

Eileen K. Kaminsky (Ly 
Secretary 


